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ABOUT
Founded in 2012, Digital Rights Foundation is a registered NGO focusing on 
ICTs to support equal participation in digital spaces through direct 
assistance, awareness-raising, research and advocacy.

DRF envisions a place where all people, and especially women, are able to 
exercise their right of expression without being threatened.
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INTRODUCTION
This report is a compilation of DRF’s work in the year 2021 highlighting our 
achievements and milestones. Through our work we strive to make online 
spaces a safer and inclusive space for all. The report is a reflection of our 
work and the efforts we’ve made to continue to make our work better. As 
we set foot in the year 2022 we hope that the coming year will bring more 
stability in our online and offline spaces and leave more room for discourse 
in digital rights with a human rights approach. 
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DIRECTOR’S NOTE 
2021 hasn’t been an easy year for any of us with cases of gender based 
violence increasing on a regular basis and new regulations online 
restricting free speech; it was a tough year! However, as difficult as it was, 
I’m proud of my team and the work that we’ve done this year. We achieved 
a new set of milestones including marking five years of the Cyber 
Harassment Helpline which was our dream project right from the 
beginning. This journey on our helpline feels absolutely surreal and even 
though we’ve faced challenges we've also had success stories like no 
other. 

My team has been at the forefront of managing everything with the 
continuous flow of COVID-19 variants and cases. Our transition to offline 
workshops was also a huge step accompanied by pandemic-ridden 
anxiety but as a team we faced all our fears together and rose  to the 
challenge. 

Our Network of Women Journalists for Digital Rights (NWJDR) became 
even stronger this year with our retreat which focused on the wellbeing of 
many of our members facing burnout and unabated stressors. Additionally, 
through our Digital Well-Being and Safety Fellowship we were able to 
expand our network even further and welcomed new members to shared 
spaces where we supported each other in these testing times. 

As a feminist and women-led organization we’ve collectively faced our set 
of setbacks especially hearing about the Noor Muqaddam case as well as 
the unabated murders of our trans sisters. These cases, I feel, captured the 
fears we have as women in this society. With a heavy heart I say that 
gender based violence is increasing on a regular basis, that has been our 
experience through our helpline.

In a dark year, however, there were some bright spots with meaningful 
collaborations with the Ministry of Human Rights (MoHR), the Ministry of 
Law, Federal Investigation Agency (FIA), the Federal Ombudsperson on 
issues relating to harassment and child online safety. 

For 2022 we strive to give my best to all our allies and those who turn to 
our organization for help. We know the coming year won’t be easy but 

we’re looking forward to having more meaningful dialogues with the 
government, Big Tech and other stakeholders. Here’s to a resilient and 
happy 2022 from us to you!
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we’re looking forward to having more meaningful dialogues with the 
government, Big Tech and other stakeholders. Here’s to a resilient and 
happy 2022 from us to you!
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LIFE (DURING AND) AFTER THE 
PANDEMIC 
In 2021 we didn’t entirely step out of the  COVID-19 pandemic which changed 
our lives completely in 2020. Like last year, DRF had to shut down its physical 
office multiple times putting the safety of our staff first due to the growing 
number of variants and cases in the country. Pakistan went through waves of 
the pandemic and despite these immense challenges we continued with our 
work on the cyber harassment helpline with online violence peaking in the 
months between March and September. The helpline also completed five 
years of operations in December 2021 with a total number of 12,231 cases till 
the year 2021 alone. 

Despite the challenges, we continued our work to make the internet a safe 
space for all, especially women and gender minorities. The year also brought 
forth the controversial Removal and Blocking of Unlawful Content 
(Procedure, Oversight and Safeguard) Rules 2021 which were notified in 
November despite heavy criticisms and opposition. The rules, apart from 
some cosmetic changes, still remain controversial and our team has been 
working tirelessly to analyze them and raise the alarm regarding their 
harmful impact. 

There were, however, some notable wins in the year too. The Protection of 
Journalists and Media Professionals Bill passed in December after much 
struggle. The bill is still far from perfect, particularly section 6 which places 
broad obligations regarding “good faith” actions on journalists, however it 
lays the groundwork for safeguarding rights of journalists in the country. A 
historicl judgment by Justice Ayesha Malik at the Lahore High Court in January 
2021 abolished the invasive ‘two finger test’ by declaring it unconstitutional 
and upheld the dignity, privacy and rights of survivors of sexual violence. 

DRF’s team faced a unique set of challenges in the year 2021 with the digital 
rights landscape in Pakistan transforming uniquely and the team trying its 
best to navigate these changes keeping in mind the human rights 
framework. This report highlights the work of our wonderful team through 
these tough and transformative times and how we stayed as resilient as ever 
trying to find different and innovative ways through which we can advocate 
for great justice and equality in our online communities and spaces. 



DIGITAL RIGHTS LANDSCAPE 2021
In 2021 there were multiple bans on popular apps like TikTok which 
continued to be an infringement on the digital rights of citizens in the 
country throughout the year. We also saw internet shutdowns in the 
country with mobile internet being suspended for days and popular apps 
like Youtube, Facebook, Whatsapp, Twitter, Telegram and TikTok not 
functioning properly. 

Perhaps the biggest challenge that the country saw was the notification of 
the much controversial and opposed Removal and Blocking of Unlawful 
Content (Procedure, Oversight and Safeguard) Rules 2021. These rules 
require the establishment of local offices of social media companies in 
Pakistan, and grant broad powers to require citizen data to be provided to 
the government in unencrypted form. It also gave irrevocable powers to the 
Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) for removal of “illegal” content 
which raises concerns for the state of online free speech in the country. 
DRF worked tirelessly on pushing for amendments within these Rules and 
although the rules have been notified we will be continuing our efforts to 
highlight the problematic provisions of the rules. We also worked in detail 
on the legal analysis of the rules and brought its case forward in front of the 
Senate Standing Committee on Human Rights in 2020 when the rules were 
announced. 

A new draft of the Personal Data Protection Bill was released by the Ministry 
of Information and Technology and Telecommunications (MOITT) in 
September 2021. This was the fourth draft of the Bill since 2018 provided to 
the public for feedback and recommendations. It was our contention that 
the Bill still gives unrestricted powers to the government, which is the 
biggest data collector in the country, to make exceptions. The Bill includes 
vague definitions, unspecified timelines and regressive data localization 
requirements. There are also serious concerns about the independence of 
the Commission constituted under the law which will be tasked with 
deciding complaints about infringement of personal data. DRF has 
continuously been giving the MOITT comments about the bill and taking 
part in consultations held by the Ministry.

Pakistan’s long awaited Bill on the Protection of Journalists and Media 
Professionals  was also signed by the president and approved at the end of 
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this year. The Minister of Human Rights, Ms. Shireen Mazari, spoke about 
the bill at DRF's National Privacy Conference and called it a landmark 
achievement and shared that input of senior journalists and major 
journalists bodies have also been incorporated into the bill. DRF also gave 
inputs to the Ministry on the bill which the minister acknowledged in a 
series of tweets on Twitter. 

In terms of press freedom 2021 brought forward a proposed legislation 
titled ‘Pakistan Media Authority Ordinance, 2021’ sought to create an all 
powerful entity titled Pakistan Media Development Authority (PMDA) that 
would regulate all mediums such as print, electronic and social media. The 
Ordinance attempted to create a licensing regime for journalists and 
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media personnels which was a  blatant violation  of settled  international 
norms concerning freedom of press/media. It also aimed to broaden 
censorship range including online content, imposing a strict information 
permit system and creating a confusing structure consisting of media 
tribunal, advisory commission and media complaints council. PMDA has 
been heavily criticized by civil society organizations and journalists across 
the country, and was eventually withdrawn by the government. We have 
also worked extensively on the advocacy against the proposed 
Ordinance, releasing a position paper putting forth our stance.
 
DRF has been consistently pushing the government to widen the scope of 
the ‘Protection against Harassment of Women at Workplace, 2010’ so that 
employees who were not afforded protection could come within the ambit 
of this legislation. In this regard, DRF also participated in sessions by the 
Senate Standing Committee on Human Rights and proposed concrete 
amendments to the Act. This was the culmination of years of advocacy on 
the issue of harassment. 

DRF has also expanded its work to the digital safety of children and took 
part in consultations and provided feedback on amendments to the 
Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act (PECA) regarding the online safety of 
children to the Wafaqi Mohtasib (Ombudsman) for Children in June and July 
2021.
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Number of 
Panels/Webinars

Number of 
Trainings/Sessions

Number of Conferences

Extensive awareness 
campaigns

Number of Publications

Press Coverages

TV Appearances 

81

68

26

16

17

160

17

OUTREACH 2021
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HAMARA INTERNET ARTICLES PUBLISHED

11

18

26

09

E bulletin

Vlogs

Blogs

Hamara Internet
writers featured

https://hamarainternet.org/
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DIGITAL 50-50 ARTICLES PUBLISHED

39

05

26

Articles 

Editions

Digital 50-50
writers featured 

https://digitalrightsfoundation.pk/the-digital-50-50/



Followers 6,537 

Shares 6,251 

Likes 14,043 

Reach 291,137 

Posts 679

INSTAGRAM 
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Reach 272,542

Visits 14,600

Likes 54,829

Followers 55,153

FACEBOOK
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Tweets 639

Impressions 1,827,000

Visits 91,050

Followers 15,100

TWITTER
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DIGITAL RIGHTS 
FOUNDATION

HAMARA INTERNET

DRF

DigitalRightsFoundation
“ K N O W  YO U R  R I G H T S ”

Website Visits

244,411

Website Visits

163,667
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THE CYBER HARASSMENT HELPLINE TURNS 5

Cyber Harassment Helpline: 5 years milestone

DRF’s Cyber Harassment Helpline has been at the forefront of the 
pandemic to tackle online violence and guide its callers of the remedies 
they have in case they run into a problem online. Despite the upsurge of 
COVID19 variants and cases across the country the helpline remained 
functional throughout the year with the helpline staff taking calls and being 
accessible to callers through helpdesk and social media platforms.

 
Cyber Harassment Helpline expanded its operations to 7 days a week from May 2021- 
August 2021
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Responding to the upsurge of cases between March and September, the 
helpline expanded its functions to seven days a week from May till August 
2021. In 2021 alone, the helpline received a total number of 4,441 cases with 
an average of 370 cases per month.In September the helpline returned to 
its usual schedule of 5 days a week (Monday till Friday), 9 am to 5 pm. 

Overall, taking stock of all its work, the helpline has received a total number 
of 12,231 cases in the last five years and continues to provide digital safety 
assistance, legal advice and basic psycho-social support to its callers.



15Outreach 2021

Annual Report 2021

JAN
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MAY
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NOV

FEB

APR

JUN

AUG
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257

356

336

712

362

264

212

455

328

576

292

191

HELPLINE MONTHLY COMPLAINTS REGISTERED
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DRF’s Cyber Harassment Helpline finalist for 
World Justice Challenge
 

This year DRF’s Cyber Harassment Helpline was also shortlisted as a finalist 
for the World Justice Challenge organized by the World Justice Project, for 
its tremendous efforts in recording, documenting and reporting cases of 
online harassment.



17Outreach 2021

Annual Report 2021

IWF Portal

 

DRF in collaboration with Internet Watch Foundation (IWF) and the Global 
Fund to End Violence Against Children launched a portal to combat 
children’s online safety in Pakistan in 2020. The portal continues to allow 
internet users in Pakistan to anonymously report child sexual abuse 
material in three different languages- English, Urdu and Pashto.

www.report.iwf.org.uk/pk
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Briefing at Senate Standing Committee on 
Amendments on Protection Against Harassment 
of Women at the Workplace Bill 
 

DRF’s Nighat Dad briefed the Senate Standing Committee on the necessary 
recommendations regarding the “Protection against Harassment of Women 
at the Workplace (Amendment) Bill, 2021”.
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DIGITAL 50-50
 
Digital Rights Foundation launched 2021’s editions of it’s series of Digital 
50.50 feminist e-magazine in the year 2021 from May. Members of 
theNetwork of Women Journalists on Digital Rights (NWJDR) contributed to 
the four editions of the e-magazine released in the year, each showcasing a  
different theme. The Digital 50-50 e-magazine aims to create a space for 
ideas, art, opinions and a wide range of topics in the digital rights arena from 
an intersectional feminist lens. The Digital 50.50 takes contributions in the 
form of blogs in both Urdu and English. 



https://www.canva.com/design/DAEZHF-v1Gc/QCkWYMao9_wc3hGMwopNBA/view
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The first edition of 2021 of the e-magazine focused on the women’s history 
month and the role of prominent women in Pakistan, in enacting major 
social change.  The contributions shed light on the discrimination faced by 
these women that silenced their acheivements and how they overcame 
their struggles in their respective fields. 

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH



https://www.canva.com/design/DAEiAMh5ItM/1je9A13SXImSCLKtBmt-UA/view
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The second edition of Digital 50.50 focused on the theme ‘Loving Yourself 
In The Era Of Trolling’. The theme captured powerful writings from women 
and gender minorities all across Pakistan who have had to deal with 
immense trolling for simply existing online and expressing their right to 
free speech online.

LOVING YOURSELF IN THE ERA OF TROLLING 



https://www.canva.com/design/DAEmriH0G7Y/dfnTz_2bRDrVaqIvZq5MYA/view
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The third edition of Digital 50.50 focused on Online Freedom of Assembly 
and Association. As the world retreated inside the homes during the 
Coronavirus lockdown in 2020, protests were still held in both online 
spaces and the streets across the world. This reminded us of the 
importance of freedom of assembly and association as fundamental human 
rights and essential requirements for a functioning democracy. Journalists 
from both Urdu and English media shared their thoughts and words with us 
on some interesting aspects around the theme.

ONLINE FREEDOM OF ASSEMBLY & ASSOCIATION



https://www.canva.com/design/DAEsFHAo9LE/69R68lhLN61VCxIHuBBhpg/view
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The fourth edition of DRF’s Digital 50.50 e-magazine had the theme of Moral 
Policing in Digital Spaces in Pakistan. The issue covered various 
perspectives of women experiencing moral policing which were reflected 
in their pieces for the Digital 50.50 e-magazine in both English and Urdu. 

MORAL POLICING IN DIGITAL SPACES



https://www.canva.com/design/DAEzo1W7s7I/1OaMaXQdK7uMaOTJoNW-bw/view
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The fifth edition of DRF’s Digital 50.50 focused on the theme fighting 
gender based violence and covered features and research articles penned 
down by our network of women journalists in English and Urdu. The last 
edition focused on the theme gender based violence on account of the 16 
days of activism. 

FIGHTING GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE
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HAMARA INTERNET WEBSITE

DRF launched the Hamara Internet website on the International Day of the 
Girl Child showcasing the work of women journalists in English and Urdu. 
The website is a continuation of DRF’s work to make the internet a safe 
space that is inclusive of women and gender minorities belonging to all 
walks of life.  The website showcased stories, vlogs and blogs from women 
journalists and contributors across Pakistan, and delves into topics relating 
to gender and technology. 

The Hamara Internet website is an expansion of our Hamara Internet campaign 
which focuses on the increasing trends of eVAW and technology-related 
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abuse. The goal of Hamara Internet is to make the internet a safe and inclusive 
space for all, especially women and gendered minorities, and to build a 
movement to promote a free and secure digital environment. Through the 
Hamara Internet campaign, our team of digital defenders routinely hold 
safety workshops across Pakistan and conduct social media awareness 
campaigns linking to resources on the Hamara Internet website. The 
campaign is focused on creating awareness around digital safety in the 
country and includes voices from Pakistan on issues of  big tech, gender and 
harassment.
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RETREAT FOR WOMEN JOURNALISTS FOR 
DIGITAL RIGHTS IN NATHIA GALI

DRF hosted a residency retreat for Women Journalists from across Pakistan 
in Nathia Gali from the 10th - 14th of  September in 2021. The retreat hosted 
24 women journalists from our Network of Women Journalists for Digital 
Rights (NWDJR) from across the country. 



28Retreat for Women Journalists for Digital Rights in Nathia Gali

Annual Report 2021

At the retreat, DRF’s team conducted a number of activities geared towards 
encouraging journalists to inculcate self-care and well-being practices into 
their daily lives to be able to manage daily stressors better. These involved 
reinvigorating yoga sessions along with team building exercises such as 
campfire stories which really allowed the attendees to unwind and bond 
with each other. The retreat also served as a wonderful opportunity for the 
journalists to network and create an avenue  of collectivized support which 
was accessible and effective for all. 
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DIGITAL WELL-BEING AND SAFETY 
FELLOWSHIP FOR WOMEN JOURNALISTS

 

DRF held its very first ‘Digital Well Being and Safety Fellowship’ in Lahore 
with 21 women journalists from across Pakistanfrom the 18th till 20th 
November 2021.



30Digital Well-Being and Safety Fellowship for Women Journalists

Annual Report 2021

 
The fellowship is composed of key modules designed specifically for 
journalists to train them on digital safety, legal literacy and journalists' 
mental health and well being. Women journalists attending the fellowship 
was also introduced to the Network of Women Journalists for Digital Rights 
(NWJDR) and were later added as members of the network. 



31National Privacy Conference 2021

Annual Report 2021

NATIONAL PRIVACY CONFERENCE 2021 
7th Annual National Privacy Conference 2021

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 9th and 10th of March 2021, DRF held its first ever virtual 7th annual 
National Privacy Conference. DRF’s National Privacy Conference is one of 
the highlights of our year, as we come together with industry experts and 
other activists to talk about digital rights and privacy rights. This year, we 
focused on the repercussions of the COVID 19 pandemic on mental health, 
and on privacy, especially around sensitive information like an individual’s 
health information.

 

All of our talks were streamed live on our Facebook page. 

8th Annual National Privacy Conference

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Digital Rights Foundation conducted its 8th annual National Data Privacy 
Conference on 24th of November, 2021 in Islamabad. The conference 
brought together experts from various sectors which included the Ministry 
of Human Rights, Ministry of IT and Telecommunication, NADRA and other 
relevant stakeholders.

The event commenced with a keynote address from the Executive Director 
of DRF Nighat Dad where she discussed the right to privacy being a 
fundamental right and what that means in the digital age along with the 
need for a detailed and nuanced discussion with all stakeholders - the state, 
businesses, civil society, and ordinary citizens. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first panel titled, “How Private is the Digital ID in Pakistan” featured 
Tariq Malik, Chairperson NADRA. Mr. Malik highlighted the importance of a 
data protection law in Pakistan to ensure standardization of data privacy 
practices as an important part of the “social contract between citizens and 
the government”.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
‘Drafting the Data Protection Legislation: Progress and Next Step’ was the 
second panel of the day which included Bilal Abassi, Director IT of the 
Ministry of IT and Technology and Jehan Ara, Founder and CEO of Katalyst 
Labs. Ms. Jahan Ara highlighted the importance of a strong personal data 
protection law which needs to apply both to the public and private sector 
because public bodies hold large amounts of data on citizens.

 

 

 

 

 

The final panel, “Privacy from a Human Rights Perspective”, was split into 
two parts; the first half with DRF Executive Director Nighat Dad in 
conversation with Human Rights Minister Shireen Mazari. Minister Mazari 
stated that the “right to privacy is a fundamental human right, but the right 
needs to be balanced with other competing rights.” She also highlighted 
that “privacy is even more important for women, just look at the Noor 
Muqaddam case, mainstream media aired footage that caused so much 
distress for her family.”

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The second half of the panel had Usama Khilji, Director at Bolo Bhi. Mr. Khilji 
stressed the importance of and the need for a strong privacy commission 
that is independent of the proposed privacy commission,separate from the 
government, that can hold the state and powerful actors accountable.
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needs to be balanced with other competing rights.” She also highlighted 
that “privacy is even more important for women, just look at the Noor 
Muqaddam case, mainstream media aired footage that caused so much 
distress for her family.”

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The second half of the panel had Usama Khilji, Director at Bolo Bhi. Mr. Khilji 
stressed the importance of and the need for a strong privacy commission 
that is independent of the proposed privacy commission,separate from the 
government, that can hold the state and powerful actors accountable.
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7th Annual National Privacy Conference 2021

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 9th and 10th of March 2021, DRF held its first ever virtual 7th annual 
National Privacy Conference. DRF’s National Privacy Conference is one of 
the highlights of our year, as we come together with industry experts and 
other activists to talk about digital rights and privacy rights. This year, we 
focused on the repercussions of the COVID 19 pandemic on mental health, 
and on privacy, especially around sensitive information like an individual’s 
health information.

 

All of our talks were streamed live on our Facebook page. 

8th Annual National Privacy Conference

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Digital Rights Foundation conducted its 8th annual National Data Privacy 
Conference on 24th of November, 2021 in Islamabad. The conference 
brought together experts from various sectors which included the Ministry 
of Human Rights, Ministry of IT and Telecommunication, NADRA and other 
relevant stakeholders.

The event commenced with a keynote address from the Executive Director 
of DRF Nighat Dad where she discussed the right to privacy being a 
fundamental right and what that means in the digital age along with the 
need for a detailed and nuanced discussion with all stakeholders - the state, 
businesses, civil society, and ordinary citizens. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first panel titled, “How Private is the Digital ID in Pakistan” featured 
Tariq Malik, Chairperson NADRA. Mr. Malik highlighted the importance of a 
data protection law in Pakistan to ensure standardization of data privacy 
practices as an important part of the “social contract between citizens and 
the government”.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
‘Drafting the Data Protection Legislation: Progress and Next Step’ was the 
second panel of the day which included Bilal Abassi, Director IT of the 
Ministry of IT and Technology and Jehan Ara, Founder and CEO of Katalyst 
Labs. Ms. Jahan Ara highlighted the importance of a strong personal data 
protection law which needs to apply both to the public and private sector 
because public bodies hold large amounts of data on citizens.

 

 

 

 

 

The final panel, “Privacy from a Human Rights Perspective”, was split into 
two parts; the first half with DRF Executive Director Nighat Dad in 
conversation with Human Rights Minister Shireen Mazari. Minister Mazari 
stated that the “right to privacy is a fundamental human right, but the right 
needs to be balanced with other competing rights.” She also highlighted 
that “privacy is even more important for women, just look at the Noor 
Muqaddam case, mainstream media aired footage that caused so much 
distress for her family.”

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The second half of the panel had Usama Khilji, Director at Bolo Bhi. Mr. Khilji 
stressed the importance of and the need for a strong privacy commission 
that is independent of the proposed privacy commission,separate from the 
government, that can hold the state and powerful actors accountable.
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CONFERENCES AND PANEL DISCUSSIONS
DRF attended a range of conferences and events in the year 2021. Some of 
the most prominent one’s where we showcased our work and discussed the 
varying digital rights discourse are mentioned below in the report. 

Shaping Empowered Societies at World Economic Forum

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In a panel interview in January with the World Economic Forum(WEF) , 
Nighat Dad from DRF discussed what policies, practices and partnerships 
are needed to empower individuals, communities and society to unlock the 
value of data.

WINGS Forum 2021, discussing Philanthropy and the Digital 
Revolution

 

 

 

 

In February Nighat Dad, Executive Director of the Digital Rights Foundation, 
was featured at the WINGS Forum 2021 (virtual seminar series), where 
alongside a diverse group of speakers, she spoke about philanthropy and 
the digital revolution, and highlighted the importance of upholding privacy 
and user protection in digital spaces.

UK’s Permanent Mission to the United Nations

 

 

 

 

In March a panel discussion with the United Kingdom’s Permanent Mission 
to the United Nations took place with Nighat Dad to discuss solutions to 
countering online violence against women in public life, and to make digital 
spaces more inclusive and safe.

International Center for Journalists

 
 

 

In March, Nighat Dad represented DRF in a group of prominent panelists for 
the 65th anniversary of the inception of the United Nations Commission on 
the Status of Women, discussing the role of women in public life and how 

they can be granted equal participation in decision making mechanisms.

UNDP Business and Human Rights Asia

 

 

 

 

DRF’s Nighat Dad in March joined a group of esteemed panelists for the 2nd 
United Nations South Asia Forum on Business and Human Rights, discussing 
Gender Bias in New Technologies and how digital spaces can be more 
inclusive for women and minorities.

Mozilla Festival

 
 

 

 

 

DRF in March took part In a panel session conducted by the Mozilla Festival, 
discussing how the rise of artificial intelligence can pose new challenges for 

the digital age, and what those potential threats may translate for women in 
online spaces.

Harvard Radcliffe Institute

In April, DRF was also part of a panel discussion for the Harvard Radcliffe 
Institute’s Women and Public Policy Program. A discussion on how women in 
Pakistan are constantly harassed in digital spaces, and that online platforms 
are inequitable as they include marginalized and disenfranchised groups.

Privacy International’s Stockholm Internet Forum 2021

 

 

 

 
In May DRF attended the annual Stockholm Internet Forum (2021), and was 
featured in a comprehensive panel discussion on “Global Lessons and 
Challenges to Advocate for Data Protection”. 

Beaconhouse’s School of Tomorrow Conference

 

 

 

 

 

In May DRF’s Nighat Dad was also featured in the Beaconhouse group’s 
School of Tomorrow (SOT) Virtual Conference, in which she participated in a 
panel discussion on “Censorship, Human Endurance and Crossfires”. 

RightsCon 2021

 

 

 

 

DRF actively participated in this year's RightsCon participating and 
speaking in various sessions in the conference which started from the 7th 
of June till 11th of June. The team took part in Article 19’s session on how civil 
society carves out space for change in South & Southeast Asia. The session 
focused on how solidarity is important in a shrinking media environment in 
South and Southeast Asia.

 

 

 

 

DRF also spoke on a session titled, ‘Amplifying the human impact of internet 
shutdowns- why it matters’ on 11th June. The session highlighted how 

internet shutdowns have an adverse impact on human lives and how access 
to the internet now is a fundamental human right.

 

 

 

 

 

DRF, along with EU Disinfo Lab, co-hosted a Community Lab at RightsCon 
titled: ‘Gender and disinformation: towards a gender-based approach for 
researchers, activists, and allies’. Through an interactive discussion led by 
six facilitators, they explored the intersections of gender and disinformation 
in relation to conflict, political participation, activism, gender-based 
violence.

 

 

 

 

 

DRF also participated in the social hour at RightsCon which was a relaxed 
discussion around the digital rights movement and how art and humor can 
be used to promote digital rights.

 

 

 

 

DRF’s Shmyla Khan participated in RightsCon in a session titled, ‘Digital 
Security: Perspective from the Margins in Asia’ which was hosted by Body 
and Data. Shmyla Khan highlighted how security needs to be redefined and 
broadened in the digital space. There was also a discussion around how 
there should be a wider debate around mental health and well being.

 

 

 

 

 
DRF also participated in the RightsCon session ‘Voicing the shutdowns’. In 
the session a much needed debate around internet shutdowns across the 
globe and strategies around it took place.

 

 

 

 

DRF spoke in the RightsCon session ‘Silencing the silenced? The impact of 
takedown legislation on civil liberties and victims of human rights abuses. 
The session highlighted the impact of takedown laws on civil liberties and 
human rights abuses across the globe.

Consultation on Exercising Constitutional Freedoms Online in 
Pakistan

 
 

 

 

 

DRF’s legal team participated in the Stakeholders’ Consultation on the topic 
“Exercising Constitutional Freedoms Online: Prospects and Challenges” in 
October 2021. The meeting was organized by the Punjab Bar Council (PBC), 
Common Laws Company (CLC) and the Institute for Research, Advocacy and 
Development (IRADA).

The consultation was held to comprehend the issues and concerns of 
stakeholders, particularly journalists and human rights defenders in 
exercising fundamental constitutional freedoms in the online sphere in 
Pakistan.

Navigating Online Spaces at Learning Alliance 

 

 

 

 

 

DRF conducted two sessions at Learning Alliance in November. The first was 
a panel discussion on ‘Navigating Online Spaces’ geared towards O and A 
Level students, where Hyra Basit represented DRF on the panel along with 
Wafa Asher, ex-President of FemSoc at LUMS. The second session was held 
on ‘Safe Online Surfing’ with students from Grades 6 - 8 and was more 
interactive.

Paris Peace Forum Panel

DRF took part in the Paris Peace Forum from 11th till 13th November 2021. 
Shmyla Khan spoke on a panel titled, ‘Prevent and heal: Addressing physical 
and digital violence against women in times of Covid-19 highlighting DRF’s 
work along with Lisa Davis (MADRE - Addressing Violence & Normalizing 
Equality), Heloise Onumba-Bessonnet (Responsable projet Re-Création et 
pôle santé, LOBA - Re-Création), Triona Pender (ActionAid Ireland - 
Behaviour Change to Address Inequality).

Nighat Dad from DRF also spoke on the Paris Peace Forum in a  panel titled 
‘Curbing harmful content: Social media for peace’ in which she highlighted 
the need for policy makers to take local contexts into account when 
regulating social media in different regions.

Digital Youth Summit 2021

 
 

 

 

 

DRF took part in KP’s Digital Youth Summit 2021 on the 13th and 14th of 
November 2021 in which Nighat Dad highlighted issues of digital rights and 
digital citizenship, along with misinformation,cCyber harassment and the 
need for data protection Laws which adequately safeguard the privacy of  

users online. Our Director for Policy and Research spoke on a panel about 
‘Misinformation in the Digital Age’.

AJCON21 

 

In November DRF’s team attended AJCON21 on 20th November 2021. DRF’s 
Nighat Dad spoke as a speaker on the panel, ;Challenges to Human Dignity: 
Victim Blaming’ in which she highlighted the provisions in the law that have 
been weaponized to silence vulnerable victims, including human rights 
defenders and journalists.

#IGF21

 

DRF participated in the Internet Governance Forum 2021 (#IGF21) Poland 
online. Nighat Dad spoke at the panel ‘Creating sustainable value and 
inclusive society -  the role of digital platforms’ in which she discussed the 
various ways in which collaboration can be used in new governance models 
that are human-centric and inclusive. 

Open Government Partnership, Korea 2021
 

In December, DRF took part in the ‘Inclusive Digital Innovation Plenary’ and 
highlighted the importance of understanding safety of online spaces which 
is not experienced uniformly and has varying contexts, cultures and 
circumstances. Nighat shared how women journalists are more likely to 
experience online violence and abuse than their male counterparts.
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CONFERENCES AND PANEL DISCUSSIONS
DRF attended a range of conferences and events in the year 2021. Some of 
the most prominent one’s where we showcased our work and discussed the 
varying digital rights discourse are mentioned below in the report. 

Shaping Empowered Societies at World Economic Forum

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In a panel interview in January with the World Economic Forum(WEF) , 
Nighat Dad from DRF discussed what policies, practices and partnerships 
are needed to empower individuals, communities and society to unlock the 
value of data.

WINGS Forum 2021, discussing Philanthropy and the Digital 
Revolution

 

 

 

 

In February Nighat Dad, Executive Director of the Digital Rights Foundation, 
was featured at the WINGS Forum 2021 (virtual seminar series), where 
alongside a diverse group of speakers, she spoke about philanthropy and 
the digital revolution, and highlighted the importance of upholding privacy 
and user protection in digital spaces.

UK’s Permanent Mission to the United Nations

 

 

 

 

In March a panel discussion with the United Kingdom’s Permanent Mission 
to the United Nations took place with Nighat Dad to discuss solutions to 
countering online violence against women in public life, and to make digital 
spaces more inclusive and safe.

International Center for Journalists

 
 

 

In March, Nighat Dad represented DRF in a group of prominent panelists for 
the 65th anniversary of the inception of the United Nations Commission on 
the Status of Women, discussing the role of women in public life and how 

they can be granted equal participation in decision making mechanisms.

UNDP Business and Human Rights Asia

 

 

 

 

DRF’s Nighat Dad in March joined a group of esteemed panelists for the 2nd 
United Nations South Asia Forum on Business and Human Rights, discussing 
Gender Bias in New Technologies and how digital spaces can be more 
inclusive for women and minorities.

Mozilla Festival

 
 

 

 

 

DRF in March took part In a panel session conducted by the Mozilla Festival, 
discussing how the rise of artificial intelligence can pose new challenges for 

the digital age, and what those potential threats may translate for women in 
online spaces.

Harvard Radcliffe Institute

In April, DRF was also part of a panel discussion for the Harvard Radcliffe 
Institute’s Women and Public Policy Program. A discussion on how women in 
Pakistan are constantly harassed in digital spaces, and that online platforms 
are inequitable as they include marginalized and disenfranchised groups.

Privacy International’s Stockholm Internet Forum 2021

 

 

 

 
In May DRF attended the annual Stockholm Internet Forum (2021), and was 
featured in a comprehensive panel discussion on “Global Lessons and 
Challenges to Advocate for Data Protection”. 

Beaconhouse’s School of Tomorrow Conference

 

 

 

 

 

In May DRF’s Nighat Dad was also featured in the Beaconhouse group’s 
School of Tomorrow (SOT) Virtual Conference, in which she participated in a 
panel discussion on “Censorship, Human Endurance and Crossfires”. 

RightsCon 2021

 

 

 

 

DRF actively participated in this year's RightsCon participating and 
speaking in various sessions in the conference which started from the 7th 
of June till 11th of June. The team took part in Article 19’s session on how civil 
society carves out space for change in South & Southeast Asia. The session 
focused on how solidarity is important in a shrinking media environment in 
South and Southeast Asia.

 

 

 

 

DRF also spoke on a session titled, ‘Amplifying the human impact of internet 
shutdowns- why it matters’ on 11th June. The session highlighted how 

internet shutdowns have an adverse impact on human lives and how access 
to the internet now is a fundamental human right.

 

 

 

 

 

DRF, along with EU Disinfo Lab, co-hosted a Community Lab at RightsCon 
titled: ‘Gender and disinformation: towards a gender-based approach for 
researchers, activists, and allies’. Through an interactive discussion led by 
six facilitators, they explored the intersections of gender and disinformation 
in relation to conflict, political participation, activism, gender-based 
violence.

 

 

 

 

 

DRF also participated in the social hour at RightsCon which was a relaxed 
discussion around the digital rights movement and how art and humor can 
be used to promote digital rights.

 

 

 

 

DRF’s Shmyla Khan participated in RightsCon in a session titled, ‘Digital 
Security: Perspective from the Margins in Asia’ which was hosted by Body 
and Data. Shmyla Khan highlighted how security needs to be redefined and 
broadened in the digital space. There was also a discussion around how 
there should be a wider debate around mental health and well being.

 

 

 

 

 
DRF also participated in the RightsCon session ‘Voicing the shutdowns’. In 
the session a much needed debate around internet shutdowns across the 
globe and strategies around it took place.

 

 

 

 

DRF spoke in the RightsCon session ‘Silencing the silenced? The impact of 
takedown legislation on civil liberties and victims of human rights abuses. 
The session highlighted the impact of takedown laws on civil liberties and 
human rights abuses across the globe.

Consultation on Exercising Constitutional Freedoms Online in 
Pakistan

 
 

 

 

 

DRF’s legal team participated in the Stakeholders’ Consultation on the topic 
“Exercising Constitutional Freedoms Online: Prospects and Challenges” in 
October 2021. The meeting was organized by the Punjab Bar Council (PBC), 
Common Laws Company (CLC) and the Institute for Research, Advocacy and 
Development (IRADA).

The consultation was held to comprehend the issues and concerns of 
stakeholders, particularly journalists and human rights defenders in 
exercising fundamental constitutional freedoms in the online sphere in 
Pakistan.

Navigating Online Spaces at Learning Alliance 

 

 

 

 

 

DRF conducted two sessions at Learning Alliance in November. The first was 
a panel discussion on ‘Navigating Online Spaces’ geared towards O and A 
Level students, where Hyra Basit represented DRF on the panel along with 
Wafa Asher, ex-President of FemSoc at LUMS. The second session was held 
on ‘Safe Online Surfing’ with students from Grades 6 - 8 and was more 
interactive.

Paris Peace Forum Panel

DRF took part in the Paris Peace Forum from 11th till 13th November 2021. 
Shmyla Khan spoke on a panel titled, ‘Prevent and heal: Addressing physical 
and digital violence against women in times of Covid-19 highlighting DRF’s 
work along with Lisa Davis (MADRE - Addressing Violence & Normalizing 
Equality), Heloise Onumba-Bessonnet (Responsable projet Re-Création et 
pôle santé, LOBA - Re-Création), Triona Pender (ActionAid Ireland - 
Behaviour Change to Address Inequality).

Nighat Dad from DRF also spoke on the Paris Peace Forum in a  panel titled 
‘Curbing harmful content: Social media for peace’ in which she highlighted 
the need for policy makers to take local contexts into account when 
regulating social media in different regions.

Digital Youth Summit 2021

 
 

 

 

 

DRF took part in KP’s Digital Youth Summit 2021 on the 13th and 14th of 
November 2021 in which Nighat Dad highlighted issues of digital rights and 
digital citizenship, along with misinformation,cCyber harassment and the 
need for data protection Laws which adequately safeguard the privacy of  

users online. Our Director for Policy and Research spoke on a panel about 
‘Misinformation in the Digital Age’.

AJCON21 

 

In November DRF’s team attended AJCON21 on 20th November 2021. DRF’s 
Nighat Dad spoke as a speaker on the panel, ;Challenges to Human Dignity: 
Victim Blaming’ in which she highlighted the provisions in the law that have 
been weaponized to silence vulnerable victims, including human rights 
defenders and journalists.

#IGF21

 

DRF participated in the Internet Governance Forum 2021 (#IGF21) Poland 
online. Nighat Dad spoke at the panel ‘Creating sustainable value and 
inclusive society -  the role of digital platforms’ in which she discussed the 
various ways in which collaboration can be used in new governance models 
that are human-centric and inclusive. 

Open Government Partnership, Korea 2021
 

In December, DRF took part in the ‘Inclusive Digital Innovation Plenary’ and 
highlighted the importance of understanding safety of online spaces which 
is not experienced uniformly and has varying contexts, cultures and 
circumstances. Nighat shared how women journalists are more likely to 
experience online violence and abuse than their male counterparts.
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CONFERENCES AND PANEL DISCUSSIONS
DRF attended a range of conferences and events in the year 2021. Some of 
the most prominent one’s where we showcased our work and discussed the 
varying digital rights discourse are mentioned below in the report. 

Shaping Empowered Societies at World Economic Forum

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In a panel interview in January with the World Economic Forum(WEF) , 
Nighat Dad from DRF discussed what policies, practices and partnerships 
are needed to empower individuals, communities and society to unlock the 
value of data.

WINGS Forum 2021, discussing Philanthropy and the Digital 
Revolution

 

 

 

 

In February Nighat Dad, Executive Director of the Digital Rights Foundation, 
was featured at the WINGS Forum 2021 (virtual seminar series), where 
alongside a diverse group of speakers, she spoke about philanthropy and 
the digital revolution, and highlighted the importance of upholding privacy 
and user protection in digital spaces.

UK’s Permanent Mission to the United Nations

 

 

 

 

In March a panel discussion with the United Kingdom’s Permanent Mission 
to the United Nations took place with Nighat Dad to discuss solutions to 
countering online violence against women in public life, and to make digital 
spaces more inclusive and safe.

International Center for Journalists

 
 

 

In March, Nighat Dad represented DRF in a group of prominent panelists for 
the 65th anniversary of the inception of the United Nations Commission on 
the Status of Women, discussing the role of women in public life and how 

they can be granted equal participation in decision making mechanisms.

UNDP Business and Human Rights Asia

 

 

 

 

DRF’s Nighat Dad in March joined a group of esteemed panelists for the 2nd 
United Nations South Asia Forum on Business and Human Rights, discussing 
Gender Bias in New Technologies and how digital spaces can be more 
inclusive for women and minorities.

Mozilla Festival

 
 

 

 

 

DRF in March took part In a panel session conducted by the Mozilla Festival, 
discussing how the rise of artificial intelligence can pose new challenges for 

the digital age, and what those potential threats may translate for women in 
online spaces.

Harvard Radcliffe Institute

In April, DRF was also part of a panel discussion for the Harvard Radcliffe 
Institute’s Women and Public Policy Program. A discussion on how women in 
Pakistan are constantly harassed in digital spaces, and that online platforms 
are inequitable as they include marginalized and disenfranchised groups.

Privacy International’s Stockholm Internet Forum 2021

 

 

 

 
In May DRF attended the annual Stockholm Internet Forum (2021), and was 
featured in a comprehensive panel discussion on “Global Lessons and 
Challenges to Advocate for Data Protection”. 

Beaconhouse’s School of Tomorrow Conference

 

 

 

 

 

In May DRF’s Nighat Dad was also featured in the Beaconhouse group’s 
School of Tomorrow (SOT) Virtual Conference, in which she participated in a 
panel discussion on “Censorship, Human Endurance and Crossfires”. 

RightsCon 2021

 

 

 

 

DRF actively participated in this year's RightsCon participating and 
speaking in various sessions in the conference which started from the 7th 
of June till 11th of June. The team took part in Article 19’s session on how civil 
society carves out space for change in South & Southeast Asia. The session 
focused on how solidarity is important in a shrinking media environment in 
South and Southeast Asia.

 

 

 

 

DRF also spoke on a session titled, ‘Amplifying the human impact of internet 
shutdowns- why it matters’ on 11th June. The session highlighted how 

internet shutdowns have an adverse impact on human lives and how access 
to the internet now is a fundamental human right.

 

 

 

 

 

DRF, along with EU Disinfo Lab, co-hosted a Community Lab at RightsCon 
titled: ‘Gender and disinformation: towards a gender-based approach for 
researchers, activists, and allies’. Through an interactive discussion led by 
six facilitators, they explored the intersections of gender and disinformation 
in relation to conflict, political participation, activism, gender-based 
violence.

 

 

 

 

 

DRF also participated in the social hour at RightsCon which was a relaxed 
discussion around the digital rights movement and how art and humor can 
be used to promote digital rights.

 

 

 

 

DRF’s Shmyla Khan participated in RightsCon in a session titled, ‘Digital 
Security: Perspective from the Margins in Asia’ which was hosted by Body 
and Data. Shmyla Khan highlighted how security needs to be redefined and 
broadened in the digital space. There was also a discussion around how 
there should be a wider debate around mental health and well being.

 

 

 

 

 
DRF also participated in the RightsCon session ‘Voicing the shutdowns’. In 
the session a much needed debate around internet shutdowns across the 
globe and strategies around it took place.

 

 

 

 

DRF spoke in the RightsCon session ‘Silencing the silenced? The impact of 
takedown legislation on civil liberties and victims of human rights abuses. 
The session highlighted the impact of takedown laws on civil liberties and 
human rights abuses across the globe.

Consultation on Exercising Constitutional Freedoms Online in 
Pakistan

 
 

 

 

 

DRF’s legal team participated in the Stakeholders’ Consultation on the topic 
“Exercising Constitutional Freedoms Online: Prospects and Challenges” in 
October 2021. The meeting was organized by the Punjab Bar Council (PBC), 
Common Laws Company (CLC) and the Institute for Research, Advocacy and 
Development (IRADA).

The consultation was held to comprehend the issues and concerns of 
stakeholders, particularly journalists and human rights defenders in 
exercising fundamental constitutional freedoms in the online sphere in 
Pakistan.

Navigating Online Spaces at Learning Alliance 

 

 

 

 

 

DRF conducted two sessions at Learning Alliance in November. The first was 
a panel discussion on ‘Navigating Online Spaces’ geared towards O and A 
Level students, where Hyra Basit represented DRF on the panel along with 
Wafa Asher, ex-President of FemSoc at LUMS. The second session was held 
on ‘Safe Online Surfing’ with students from Grades 6 - 8 and was more 
interactive.

Paris Peace Forum Panel

DRF took part in the Paris Peace Forum from 11th till 13th November 2021. 
Shmyla Khan spoke on a panel titled, ‘Prevent and heal: Addressing physical 
and digital violence against women in times of Covid-19 highlighting DRF’s 
work along with Lisa Davis (MADRE - Addressing Violence & Normalizing 
Equality), Heloise Onumba-Bessonnet (Responsable projet Re-Création et 
pôle santé, LOBA - Re-Création), Triona Pender (ActionAid Ireland - 
Behaviour Change to Address Inequality).

Nighat Dad from DRF also spoke on the Paris Peace Forum in a  panel titled 
‘Curbing harmful content: Social media for peace’ in which she highlighted 
the need for policy makers to take local contexts into account when 
regulating social media in different regions.

Digital Youth Summit 2021

 
 

 

 

 

DRF took part in KP’s Digital Youth Summit 2021 on the 13th and 14th of 
November 2021 in which Nighat Dad highlighted issues of digital rights and 
digital citizenship, along with misinformation,cCyber harassment and the 
need for data protection Laws which adequately safeguard the privacy of  

users online. Our Director for Policy and Research spoke on a panel about 
‘Misinformation in the Digital Age’.

AJCON21 

 

In November DRF’s team attended AJCON21 on 20th November 2021. DRF’s 
Nighat Dad spoke as a speaker on the panel, ;Challenges to Human Dignity: 
Victim Blaming’ in which she highlighted the provisions in the law that have 
been weaponized to silence vulnerable victims, including human rights 
defenders and journalists.

#IGF21

 

DRF participated in the Internet Governance Forum 2021 (#IGF21) Poland 
online. Nighat Dad spoke at the panel ‘Creating sustainable value and 
inclusive society -  the role of digital platforms’ in which she discussed the 
various ways in which collaboration can be used in new governance models 
that are human-centric and inclusive. 

Open Government Partnership, Korea 2021
 

In December, DRF took part in the ‘Inclusive Digital Innovation Plenary’ and 
highlighted the importance of understanding safety of online spaces which 
is not experienced uniformly and has varying contexts, cultures and 
circumstances. Nighat shared how women journalists are more likely to 
experience online violence and abuse than their male counterparts.
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the most prominent one’s where we showcased our work and discussed the 
varying digital rights discourse are mentioned below in the report. 
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In a panel interview in January with the World Economic Forum(WEF) , 
Nighat Dad from DRF discussed what policies, practices and partnerships 
are needed to empower individuals, communities and society to unlock the 
value of data.

WINGS Forum 2021, discussing Philanthropy and the Digital 
Revolution

 

 

 

 

In February Nighat Dad, Executive Director of the Digital Rights Foundation, 
was featured at the WINGS Forum 2021 (virtual seminar series), where 
alongside a diverse group of speakers, she spoke about philanthropy and 
the digital revolution, and highlighted the importance of upholding privacy 
and user protection in digital spaces.

UK’s Permanent Mission to the United Nations

 

 

 

 

In March a panel discussion with the United Kingdom’s Permanent Mission 
to the United Nations took place with Nighat Dad to discuss solutions to 
countering online violence against women in public life, and to make digital 
spaces more inclusive and safe.

International Center for Journalists

 
 

 

In March, Nighat Dad represented DRF in a group of prominent panelists for 
the 65th anniversary of the inception of the United Nations Commission on 
the Status of Women, discussing the role of women in public life and how 

they can be granted equal participation in decision making mechanisms.

UNDP Business and Human Rights Asia

 

 

 

 

DRF’s Nighat Dad in March joined a group of esteemed panelists for the 2nd 
United Nations South Asia Forum on Business and Human Rights, discussing 
Gender Bias in New Technologies and how digital spaces can be more 
inclusive for women and minorities.

Mozilla Festival

 
 

 

 

 

DRF in March took part In a panel session conducted by the Mozilla Festival, 
discussing how the rise of artificial intelligence can pose new challenges for 

the digital age, and what those potential threats may translate for women in 
online spaces.

Harvard Radcliffe Institute

In April, DRF was also part of a panel discussion for the Harvard Radcliffe 
Institute’s Women and Public Policy Program. A discussion on how women in 
Pakistan are constantly harassed in digital spaces, and that online platforms 
are inequitable as they include marginalized and disenfranchised groups.

Privacy International’s Stockholm Internet Forum 2021

 

 

 

 
In May DRF attended the annual Stockholm Internet Forum (2021), and was 
featured in a comprehensive panel discussion on “Global Lessons and 
Challenges to Advocate for Data Protection”. 

Beaconhouse’s School of Tomorrow Conference

 

 

 

 

 

In May DRF’s Nighat Dad was also featured in the Beaconhouse group’s 
School of Tomorrow (SOT) Virtual Conference, in which she participated in a 
panel discussion on “Censorship, Human Endurance and Crossfires”. 

RightsCon 2021

 

 

 

 

DRF actively participated in this year's RightsCon participating and 
speaking in various sessions in the conference which started from the 7th 
of June till 11th of June. The team took part in Article 19’s session on how civil 
society carves out space for change in South & Southeast Asia. The session 
focused on how solidarity is important in a shrinking media environment in 
South and Southeast Asia.

 

 

 

 

DRF also spoke on a session titled, ‘Amplifying the human impact of internet 
shutdowns- why it matters’ on 11th June. The session highlighted how 

internet shutdowns have an adverse impact on human lives and how access 
to the internet now is a fundamental human right.

 

 

 

 

 

DRF, along with EU Disinfo Lab, co-hosted a Community Lab at RightsCon 
titled: ‘Gender and disinformation: towards a gender-based approach for 
researchers, activists, and allies’. Through an interactive discussion led by 
six facilitators, they explored the intersections of gender and disinformation 
in relation to conflict, political participation, activism, gender-based 
violence.

 

 

 

 

 

DRF also participated in the social hour at RightsCon which was a relaxed 
discussion around the digital rights movement and how art and humor can 
be used to promote digital rights.

 

 

 

 

DRF’s Shmyla Khan participated in RightsCon in a session titled, ‘Digital 
Security: Perspective from the Margins in Asia’ which was hosted by Body 
and Data. Shmyla Khan highlighted how security needs to be redefined and 
broadened in the digital space. There was also a discussion around how 
there should be a wider debate around mental health and well being.

 

 

 

 

 
DRF also participated in the RightsCon session ‘Voicing the shutdowns’. In 
the session a much needed debate around internet shutdowns across the 
globe and strategies around it took place.

 

 

 

 

DRF spoke in the RightsCon session ‘Silencing the silenced? The impact of 
takedown legislation on civil liberties and victims of human rights abuses. 
The session highlighted the impact of takedown laws on civil liberties and 
human rights abuses across the globe.

Consultation on Exercising Constitutional Freedoms Online in 
Pakistan

 
 

 

 

 

DRF’s legal team participated in the Stakeholders’ Consultation on the topic 
“Exercising Constitutional Freedoms Online: Prospects and Challenges” in 
October 2021. The meeting was organized by the Punjab Bar Council (PBC), 
Common Laws Company (CLC) and the Institute for Research, Advocacy and 
Development (IRADA).

The consultation was held to comprehend the issues and concerns of 
stakeholders, particularly journalists and human rights defenders in 
exercising fundamental constitutional freedoms in the online sphere in 
Pakistan.

Navigating Online Spaces at Learning Alliance 

 

 

 

 

 

DRF conducted two sessions at Learning Alliance in November. The first was 
a panel discussion on ‘Navigating Online Spaces’ geared towards O and A 
Level students, where Hyra Basit represented DRF on the panel along with 
Wafa Asher, ex-President of FemSoc at LUMS. The second session was held 
on ‘Safe Online Surfing’ with students from Grades 6 - 8 and was more 
interactive.

Paris Peace Forum Panel

DRF took part in the Paris Peace Forum from 11th till 13th November 2021. 
Shmyla Khan spoke on a panel titled, ‘Prevent and heal: Addressing physical 
and digital violence against women in times of Covid-19 highlighting DRF’s 
work along with Lisa Davis (MADRE - Addressing Violence & Normalizing 
Equality), Heloise Onumba-Bessonnet (Responsable projet Re-Création et 
pôle santé, LOBA - Re-Création), Triona Pender (ActionAid Ireland - 
Behaviour Change to Address Inequality).

Nighat Dad from DRF also spoke on the Paris Peace Forum in a  panel titled 
‘Curbing harmful content: Social media for peace’ in which she highlighted 
the need for policy makers to take local contexts into account when 
regulating social media in different regions.

Digital Youth Summit 2021

 
 

 

 

 

DRF took part in KP’s Digital Youth Summit 2021 on the 13th and 14th of 
November 2021 in which Nighat Dad highlighted issues of digital rights and 
digital citizenship, along with misinformation,cCyber harassment and the 
need for data protection Laws which adequately safeguard the privacy of  

users online. Our Director for Policy and Research spoke on a panel about 
‘Misinformation in the Digital Age’.

AJCON21 

 

In November DRF’s team attended AJCON21 on 20th November 2021. DRF’s 
Nighat Dad spoke as a speaker on the panel, ;Challenges to Human Dignity: 
Victim Blaming’ in which she highlighted the provisions in the law that have 
been weaponized to silence vulnerable victims, including human rights 
defenders and journalists.

#IGF21

 

DRF participated in the Internet Governance Forum 2021 (#IGF21) Poland 
online. Nighat Dad spoke at the panel ‘Creating sustainable value and 
inclusive society -  the role of digital platforms’ in which she discussed the 
various ways in which collaboration can be used in new governance models 
that are human-centric and inclusive. 

Open Government Partnership, Korea 2021
 

In December, DRF took part in the ‘Inclusive Digital Innovation Plenary’ and 
highlighted the importance of understanding safety of online spaces which 
is not experienced uniformly and has varying contexts, cultures and 
circumstances. Nighat shared how women journalists are more likely to 
experience online violence and abuse than their male counterparts.
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the Status of Women, discussing the role of women in public life and how 
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speaking in various sessions in the conference which started from the 7th 
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society carves out space for change in South & Southeast Asia. The session 
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South and Southeast Asia.
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broadened in the digital space. There was also a discussion around how 
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globe and strategies around it took place.
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Wafa Asher, ex-President of FemSoc at LUMS. The second session was held 
on ‘Safe Online Surfing’ with students from Grades 6 - 8 and was more 
interactive.

Paris Peace Forum Panel

DRF took part in the Paris Peace Forum from 11th till 13th November 2021. 
Shmyla Khan spoke on a panel titled, ‘Prevent and heal: Addressing physical 
and digital violence against women in times of Covid-19 highlighting DRF’s 
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In November DRF’s team attended AJCON21 on 20th November 2021. DRF’s 
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Victim Blaming’ in which she highlighted the provisions in the law that have 
been weaponized to silence vulnerable victims, including human rights 
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#IGF21

 

DRF participated in the Internet Governance Forum 2021 (#IGF21) Poland 
online. Nighat Dad spoke at the panel ‘Creating sustainable value and 
inclusive society -  the role of digital platforms’ in which she discussed the 
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six facilitators, they explored the intersections of gender and disinformation 
in relation to conflict, political participation, activism, gender-based 
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DRF also participated in the social hour at RightsCon which was a relaxed 
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broadened in the digital space. There was also a discussion around how 
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globe and strategies around it took place.
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The consultation was held to comprehend the issues and concerns of 
stakeholders, particularly journalists and human rights defenders in 
exercising fundamental constitutional freedoms in the online sphere in 
Pakistan.
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a panel discussion on ‘Navigating Online Spaces’ geared towards O and A 
Level students, where Hyra Basit represented DRF on the panel along with 
Wafa Asher, ex-President of FemSoc at LUMS. The second session was held 
on ‘Safe Online Surfing’ with students from Grades 6 - 8 and was more 
interactive.
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DRF took part in the Paris Peace Forum from 11th till 13th November 2021. 
Shmyla Khan spoke on a panel titled, ‘Prevent and heal: Addressing physical 
and digital violence against women in times of Covid-19 highlighting DRF’s 
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highlighted the importance of understanding safety of online spaces which 
is not experienced uniformly and has varying contexts, cultures and 
circumstances. Nighat shared how women journalists are more likely to 
experience online violence and abuse than their male counterparts.
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DRF in March took part In a panel session conducted by the Mozilla Festival, 
discussing how the rise of artificial intelligence can pose new challenges for 

the digital age, and what those potential threats may translate for women in 
online spaces.

Harvard Radcliffe Institute

In April, DRF was also part of a panel discussion for the Harvard Radcliffe 
Institute’s Women and Public Policy Program. A discussion on how women in 
Pakistan are constantly harassed in digital spaces, and that online platforms 
are inequitable as they include marginalized and disenfranchised groups.

Privacy International’s Stockholm Internet Forum 2021

 

 

 

 
In May DRF attended the annual Stockholm Internet Forum (2021), and was 
featured in a comprehensive panel discussion on “Global Lessons and 
Challenges to Advocate for Data Protection”. 

Beaconhouse’s School of Tomorrow Conference

 

 

 

 

 

In May DRF’s Nighat Dad was also featured in the Beaconhouse group’s 
School of Tomorrow (SOT) Virtual Conference, in which she participated in a 
panel discussion on “Censorship, Human Endurance and Crossfires”. 

RightsCon 2021

 

 

 

 

DRF actively participated in this year's RightsCon participating and 
speaking in various sessions in the conference which started from the 7th 
of June till 11th of June. The team took part in Article 19’s session on how civil 
society carves out space for change in South & Southeast Asia. The session 
focused on how solidarity is important in a shrinking media environment in 
South and Southeast Asia.

 

 

 

 

DRF also spoke on a session titled, ‘Amplifying the human impact of internet 
shutdowns- why it matters’ on 11th June. The session highlighted how 

internet shutdowns have an adverse impact on human lives and how access 
to the internet now is a fundamental human right.

 

 

 

 

 

DRF, along with EU Disinfo Lab, co-hosted a Community Lab at RightsCon 
titled: ‘Gender and disinformation: towards a gender-based approach for 
researchers, activists, and allies’. Through an interactive discussion led by 
six facilitators, they explored the intersections of gender and disinformation 
in relation to conflict, political participation, activism, gender-based 
violence.

 

 

 

 

 

DRF also participated in the social hour at RightsCon which was a relaxed 
discussion around the digital rights movement and how art and humor can 
be used to promote digital rights.

 

 

 

 

DRF’s Shmyla Khan participated in RightsCon in a session titled, ‘Digital 
Security: Perspective from the Margins in Asia’ which was hosted by Body 
and Data. Shmyla Khan highlighted how security needs to be redefined and 
broadened in the digital space. There was also a discussion around how 
there should be a wider debate around mental health and well being.

 

 

 

 

 
DRF also participated in the RightsCon session ‘Voicing the shutdowns’. In 
the session a much needed debate around internet shutdowns across the 
globe and strategies around it took place.

 

 

 

 

DRF spoke in the RightsCon session ‘Silencing the silenced? The impact of 
takedown legislation on civil liberties and victims of human rights abuses. 
The session highlighted the impact of takedown laws on civil liberties and 
human rights abuses across the globe.

Consultation on Exercising Constitutional Freedoms Online in 
Pakistan

 
 

 

 

 

DRF’s legal team participated in the Stakeholders’ Consultation on the topic 
“Exercising Constitutional Freedoms Online: Prospects and Challenges” in 
October 2021. The meeting was organized by the Punjab Bar Council (PBC), 
Common Laws Company (CLC) and the Institute for Research, Advocacy and 
Development (IRADA).

The consultation was held to comprehend the issues and concerns of 
stakeholders, particularly journalists and human rights defenders in 
exercising fundamental constitutional freedoms in the online sphere in 
Pakistan.

Navigating Online Spaces at Learning Alliance 

 

 

 

 

 

DRF conducted two sessions at Learning Alliance in November. The first was 
a panel discussion on ‘Navigating Online Spaces’ geared towards O and A 
Level students, where Hyra Basit represented DRF on the panel along with 
Wafa Asher, ex-President of FemSoc at LUMS. The second session was held 
on ‘Safe Online Surfing’ with students from Grades 6 - 8 and was more 
interactive.

Paris Peace Forum Panel

DRF took part in the Paris Peace Forum from 11th till 13th November 2021. 
Shmyla Khan spoke on a panel titled, ‘Prevent and heal: Addressing physical 
and digital violence against women in times of Covid-19 highlighting DRF’s 
work along with Lisa Davis (MADRE - Addressing Violence & Normalizing 
Equality), Heloise Onumba-Bessonnet (Responsable projet Re-Création et 
pôle santé, LOBA - Re-Création), Triona Pender (ActionAid Ireland - 
Behaviour Change to Address Inequality).

Nighat Dad from DRF also spoke on the Paris Peace Forum in a  panel titled 
‘Curbing harmful content: Social media for peace’ in which she highlighted 
the need for policy makers to take local contexts into account when 
regulating social media in different regions.

Digital Youth Summit 2021

 
 

 

 

 

DRF took part in KP’s Digital Youth Summit 2021 on the 13th and 14th of 
November 2021 in which Nighat Dad highlighted issues of digital rights and 
digital citizenship, along with misinformation,cCyber harassment and the 
need for data protection Laws which adequately safeguard the privacy of  

users online. Our Director for Policy and Research spoke on a panel about 
‘Misinformation in the Digital Age’.

AJCON21 

 

In November DRF’s team attended AJCON21 on 20th November 2021. DRF’s 
Nighat Dad spoke as a speaker on the panel, ;Challenges to Human Dignity: 
Victim Blaming’ in which she highlighted the provisions in the law that have 
been weaponized to silence vulnerable victims, including human rights 
defenders and journalists.

#IGF21

 

DRF participated in the Internet Governance Forum 2021 (#IGF21) Poland 
online. Nighat Dad spoke at the panel ‘Creating sustainable value and 
inclusive society -  the role of digital platforms’ in which she discussed the 
various ways in which collaboration can be used in new governance models 
that are human-centric and inclusive. 

Open Government Partnership, Korea 2021
 

In December, DRF took part in the ‘Inclusive Digital Innovation Plenary’ and 
highlighted the importance of understanding safety of online spaces which 
is not experienced uniformly and has varying contexts, cultures and 
circumstances. Nighat shared how women journalists are more likely to 
experience online violence and abuse than their male counterparts.
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the 65th anniversary of the inception of the United Nations Commission on 
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DRF in March took part In a panel session conducted by the Mozilla Festival, 
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the digital age, and what those potential threats may translate for women in 
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School of Tomorrow (SOT) Virtual Conference, in which she participated in a 
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DRF actively participated in this year's RightsCon participating and 
speaking in various sessions in the conference which started from the 7th 
of June till 11th of June. The team took part in Article 19’s session on how civil 
society carves out space for change in South & Southeast Asia. The session 
focused on how solidarity is important in a shrinking media environment in 
South and Southeast Asia.

 

 

 

 

DRF also spoke on a session titled, ‘Amplifying the human impact of internet 
shutdowns- why it matters’ on 11th June. The session highlighted how 

internet shutdowns have an adverse impact on human lives and how access 
to the internet now is a fundamental human right.

 

 

 

 

 

DRF, along with EU Disinfo Lab, co-hosted a Community Lab at RightsCon 
titled: ‘Gender and disinformation: towards a gender-based approach for 
researchers, activists, and allies’. Through an interactive discussion led by 
six facilitators, they explored the intersections of gender and disinformation 
in relation to conflict, political participation, activism, gender-based 
violence.

 

 

 

 

 

DRF also participated in the social hour at RightsCon which was a relaxed 
discussion around the digital rights movement and how art and humor can 
be used to promote digital rights.

 

 

 

 

DRF’s Shmyla Khan participated in RightsCon in a session titled, ‘Digital 
Security: Perspective from the Margins in Asia’ which was hosted by Body 
and Data. Shmyla Khan highlighted how security needs to be redefined and 
broadened in the digital space. There was also a discussion around how 
there should be a wider debate around mental health and well being.

 

 

 

 

 
DRF also participated in the RightsCon session ‘Voicing the shutdowns’. In 
the session a much needed debate around internet shutdowns across the 
globe and strategies around it took place.

 

 

 

 

DRF spoke in the RightsCon session ‘Silencing the silenced? The impact of 
takedown legislation on civil liberties and victims of human rights abuses. 
The session highlighted the impact of takedown laws on civil liberties and 
human rights abuses across the globe.
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DRF’s legal team participated in the Stakeholders’ Consultation on the topic 
“Exercising Constitutional Freedoms Online: Prospects and Challenges” in 
October 2021. The meeting was organized by the Punjab Bar Council (PBC), 
Common Laws Company (CLC) and the Institute for Research, Advocacy and 
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The consultation was held to comprehend the issues and concerns of 
stakeholders, particularly journalists and human rights defenders in 
exercising fundamental constitutional freedoms in the online sphere in 
Pakistan.

Navigating Online Spaces at Learning Alliance 

 

 

 

 

 

DRF conducted two sessions at Learning Alliance in November. The first was 
a panel discussion on ‘Navigating Online Spaces’ geared towards O and A 
Level students, where Hyra Basit represented DRF on the panel along with 
Wafa Asher, ex-President of FemSoc at LUMS. The second session was held 
on ‘Safe Online Surfing’ with students from Grades 6 - 8 and was more 
interactive.

Paris Peace Forum Panel

DRF took part in the Paris Peace Forum from 11th till 13th November 2021. 
Shmyla Khan spoke on a panel titled, ‘Prevent and heal: Addressing physical 
and digital violence against women in times of Covid-19 highlighting DRF’s 
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Equality), Heloise Onumba-Bessonnet (Responsable projet Re-Création et 
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the need for policy makers to take local contexts into account when 
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need for data protection Laws which adequately safeguard the privacy of  
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Victim Blaming’ in which she highlighted the provisions in the law that have 
been weaponized to silence vulnerable victims, including human rights 
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DRF participated in the Internet Governance Forum 2021 (#IGF21) Poland 
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inclusive society -  the role of digital platforms’ in which she discussed the 
various ways in which collaboration can be used in new governance models 
that are human-centric and inclusive. 

Open Government Partnership, Korea 2021
 

In December, DRF took part in the ‘Inclusive Digital Innovation Plenary’ and 
highlighted the importance of understanding safety of online spaces which 
is not experienced uniformly and has varying contexts, cultures and 
circumstances. Nighat shared how women journalists are more likely to 
experience online violence and abuse than their male counterparts.
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In a panel interview in January with the World Economic Forum(WEF) , 
Nighat Dad from DRF discussed what policies, practices and partnerships 
are needed to empower individuals, communities and society to unlock the 
value of data.
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In February Nighat Dad, Executive Director of the Digital Rights Foundation, 
was featured at the WINGS Forum 2021 (virtual seminar series), where 
alongside a diverse group of speakers, she spoke about philanthropy and 
the digital revolution, and highlighted the importance of upholding privacy 
and user protection in digital spaces.

UK’s Permanent Mission to the United Nations
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to the United Nations took place with Nighat Dad to discuss solutions to 
countering online violence against women in public life, and to make digital 
spaces more inclusive and safe.
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In March, Nighat Dad represented DRF in a group of prominent panelists for 
the 65th anniversary of the inception of the United Nations Commission on 
the Status of Women, discussing the role of women in public life and how 

they can be granted equal participation in decision making mechanisms.
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United Nations South Asia Forum on Business and Human Rights, discussing 
Gender Bias in New Technologies and how digital spaces can be more 
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DRF in March took part In a panel session conducted by the Mozilla Festival, 
discussing how the rise of artificial intelligence can pose new challenges for 

the digital age, and what those potential threats may translate for women in 
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Harvard Radcliffe Institute

In April, DRF was also part of a panel discussion for the Harvard Radcliffe 
Institute’s Women and Public Policy Program. A discussion on how women in 
Pakistan are constantly harassed in digital spaces, and that online platforms 
are inequitable as they include marginalized and disenfranchised groups.
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In May DRF attended the annual Stockholm Internet Forum (2021), and was 
featured in a comprehensive panel discussion on “Global Lessons and 
Challenges to Advocate for Data Protection”. 
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In May DRF’s Nighat Dad was also featured in the Beaconhouse group’s 
School of Tomorrow (SOT) Virtual Conference, in which she participated in a 
panel discussion on “Censorship, Human Endurance and Crossfires”. 
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DRF actively participated in this year's RightsCon participating and 
speaking in various sessions in the conference which started from the 7th 
of June till 11th of June. The team took part in Article 19’s session on how civil 
society carves out space for change in South & Southeast Asia. The session 
focused on how solidarity is important in a shrinking media environment in 
South and Southeast Asia.

 

 

 

 

DRF also spoke on a session titled, ‘Amplifying the human impact of internet 
shutdowns- why it matters’ on 11th June. The session highlighted how 

internet shutdowns have an adverse impact on human lives and how access 
to the internet now is a fundamental human right.

 

 

 

 

 

DRF, along with EU Disinfo Lab, co-hosted a Community Lab at RightsCon 
titled: ‘Gender and disinformation: towards a gender-based approach for 
researchers, activists, and allies’. Through an interactive discussion led by 
six facilitators, they explored the intersections of gender and disinformation 
in relation to conflict, political participation, activism, gender-based 
violence.

 

 

 

 

 

DRF also participated in the social hour at RightsCon which was a relaxed 
discussion around the digital rights movement and how art and humor can 
be used to promote digital rights.

 

 

 

 

DRF’s Shmyla Khan participated in RightsCon in a session titled, ‘Digital 
Security: Perspective from the Margins in Asia’ which was hosted by Body 
and Data. Shmyla Khan highlighted how security needs to be redefined and 
broadened in the digital space. There was also a discussion around how 
there should be a wider debate around mental health and well being.

 

 

 

 

 
DRF also participated in the RightsCon session ‘Voicing the shutdowns’. In 
the session a much needed debate around internet shutdowns across the 
globe and strategies around it took place.

 

 

 

 

DRF spoke in the RightsCon session ‘Silencing the silenced? The impact of 
takedown legislation on civil liberties and victims of human rights abuses. 
The session highlighted the impact of takedown laws on civil liberties and 
human rights abuses across the globe.
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DRF’s legal team participated in the Stakeholders’ Consultation on the topic 
“Exercising Constitutional Freedoms Online: Prospects and Challenges” in 
October 2021. The meeting was organized by the Punjab Bar Council (PBC), 
Common Laws Company (CLC) and the Institute for Research, Advocacy and 
Development (IRADA).

The consultation was held to comprehend the issues and concerns of 
stakeholders, particularly journalists and human rights defenders in 
exercising fundamental constitutional freedoms in the online sphere in 
Pakistan.

Navigating Online Spaces at Learning Alliance 

 

 

 

 

 

DRF conducted two sessions at Learning Alliance in November. The first was 
a panel discussion on ‘Navigating Online Spaces’ geared towards O and A 
Level students, where Hyra Basit represented DRF on the panel along with 
Wafa Asher, ex-President of FemSoc at LUMS. The second session was held 
on ‘Safe Online Surfing’ with students from Grades 6 - 8 and was more 
interactive.

Paris Peace Forum Panel

DRF took part in the Paris Peace Forum from 11th till 13th November 2021. 
Shmyla Khan spoke on a panel titled, ‘Prevent and heal: Addressing physical 
and digital violence against women in times of Covid-19 highlighting DRF’s 
work along with Lisa Davis (MADRE - Addressing Violence & Normalizing 
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pôle santé, LOBA - Re-Création), Triona Pender (ActionAid Ireland - 
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Nighat Dad from DRF also spoke on the Paris Peace Forum in a  panel titled 
‘Curbing harmful content: Social media for peace’ in which she highlighted 
the need for policy makers to take local contexts into account when 
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DRF took part in KP’s Digital Youth Summit 2021 on the 13th and 14th of 
November 2021 in which Nighat Dad highlighted issues of digital rights and 
digital citizenship, along with misinformation,cCyber harassment and the 
need for data protection Laws which adequately safeguard the privacy of  

users online. Our Director for Policy and Research spoke on a panel about 
‘Misinformation in the Digital Age’.
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In November DRF’s team attended AJCON21 on 20th November 2021. DRF’s 
Nighat Dad spoke as a speaker on the panel, ;Challenges to Human Dignity: 
Victim Blaming’ in which she highlighted the provisions in the law that have 
been weaponized to silence vulnerable victims, including human rights 
defenders and journalists.
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DRF participated in the Internet Governance Forum 2021 (#IGF21) Poland 
online. Nighat Dad spoke at the panel ‘Creating sustainable value and 
inclusive society -  the role of digital platforms’ in which she discussed the 
various ways in which collaboration can be used in new governance models 
that are human-centric and inclusive. 

Open Government Partnership, Korea 2021
 

In December, DRF took part in the ‘Inclusive Digital Innovation Plenary’ and 
highlighted the importance of understanding safety of online spaces which 
is not experienced uniformly and has varying contexts, cultures and 
circumstances. Nighat shared how women journalists are more likely to 
experience online violence and abuse than their male counterparts.
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In a panel interview in January with the World Economic Forum(WEF) , 
Nighat Dad from DRF discussed what policies, practices and partnerships 
are needed to empower individuals, communities and society to unlock the 
value of data.
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In February Nighat Dad, Executive Director of the Digital Rights Foundation, 
was featured at the WINGS Forum 2021 (virtual seminar series), where 
alongside a diverse group of speakers, she spoke about philanthropy and 
the digital revolution, and highlighted the importance of upholding privacy 
and user protection in digital spaces.
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In March a panel discussion with the United Kingdom’s Permanent Mission 
to the United Nations took place with Nighat Dad to discuss solutions to 
countering online violence against women in public life, and to make digital 
spaces more inclusive and safe.
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In March, Nighat Dad represented DRF in a group of prominent panelists for 
the 65th anniversary of the inception of the United Nations Commission on 
the Status of Women, discussing the role of women in public life and how 

they can be granted equal participation in decision making mechanisms.
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DRF in March took part In a panel session conducted by the Mozilla Festival, 
discussing how the rise of artificial intelligence can pose new challenges for 

the digital age, and what those potential threats may translate for women in 
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society carves out space for change in South & Southeast Asia. The session 
focused on how solidarity is important in a shrinking media environment in 
South and Southeast Asia.

 

 

 

 

DRF also spoke on a session titled, ‘Amplifying the human impact of internet 
shutdowns- why it matters’ on 11th June. The session highlighted how 
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discussion around the digital rights movement and how art and humor can 
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Security: Perspective from the Margins in Asia’ which was hosted by Body 
and Data. Shmyla Khan highlighted how security needs to be redefined and 
broadened in the digital space. There was also a discussion around how 
there should be a wider debate around mental health and well being.

 

 

 

 

 
DRF also participated in the RightsCon session ‘Voicing the shutdowns’. In 
the session a much needed debate around internet shutdowns across the 
globe and strategies around it took place.
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October 2021. The meeting was organized by the Punjab Bar Council (PBC), 
Common Laws Company (CLC) and the Institute for Research, Advocacy and 
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The consultation was held to comprehend the issues and concerns of 
stakeholders, particularly journalists and human rights defenders in 
exercising fundamental constitutional freedoms in the online sphere in 
Pakistan.

Navigating Online Spaces at Learning Alliance 

 

 

 

 

 

DRF conducted two sessions at Learning Alliance in November. The first was 
a panel discussion on ‘Navigating Online Spaces’ geared towards O and A 
Level students, where Hyra Basit represented DRF on the panel along with 
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on ‘Safe Online Surfing’ with students from Grades 6 - 8 and was more 
interactive.

Paris Peace Forum Panel
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the need for policy makers to take local contexts into account when 
regulating social media in different regions.
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digital citizenship, along with misinformation,cCyber harassment and the 
need for data protection Laws which adequately safeguard the privacy of  

users online. Our Director for Policy and Research spoke on a panel about 
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In November DRF’s team attended AJCON21 on 20th November 2021. DRF’s 
Nighat Dad spoke as a speaker on the panel, ;Challenges to Human Dignity: 
Victim Blaming’ in which she highlighted the provisions in the law that have 
been weaponized to silence vulnerable victims, including human rights 
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online. Nighat Dad spoke at the panel ‘Creating sustainable value and 
inclusive society -  the role of digital platforms’ in which she discussed the 
various ways in which collaboration can be used in new governance models 
that are human-centric and inclusive. 

Open Government Partnership, Korea 2021
 

In December, DRF took part in the ‘Inclusive Digital Innovation Plenary’ and 
highlighted the importance of understanding safety of online spaces which 
is not experienced uniformly and has varying contexts, cultures and 
circumstances. Nighat shared how women journalists are more likely to 
experience online violence and abuse than their male counterparts.
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In a panel interview in January with the World Economic Forum(WEF) , 
Nighat Dad from DRF discussed what policies, practices and partnerships 
are needed to empower individuals, communities and society to unlock the 
value of data.

WINGS Forum 2021, discussing Philanthropy and the Digital 
Revolution

 

 

 

 

In February Nighat Dad, Executive Director of the Digital Rights Foundation, 
was featured at the WINGS Forum 2021 (virtual seminar series), where 
alongside a diverse group of speakers, she spoke about philanthropy and 
the digital revolution, and highlighted the importance of upholding privacy 
and user protection in digital spaces.

UK’s Permanent Mission to the United Nations

 

 

 

 

In March a panel discussion with the United Kingdom’s Permanent Mission 
to the United Nations took place with Nighat Dad to discuss solutions to 
countering online violence against women in public life, and to make digital 
spaces more inclusive and safe.

International Center for Journalists

 
 

 

In March, Nighat Dad represented DRF in a group of prominent panelists for 
the 65th anniversary of the inception of the United Nations Commission on 
the Status of Women, discussing the role of women in public life and how 

they can be granted equal participation in decision making mechanisms.

UNDP Business and Human Rights Asia

 

 

 

 

DRF’s Nighat Dad in March joined a group of esteemed panelists for the 2nd 
United Nations South Asia Forum on Business and Human Rights, discussing 
Gender Bias in New Technologies and how digital spaces can be more 
inclusive for women and minorities.

Mozilla Festival

 
 

 

 

 

DRF in March took part In a panel session conducted by the Mozilla Festival, 
discussing how the rise of artificial intelligence can pose new challenges for 

the digital age, and what those potential threats may translate for women in 
online spaces.

Harvard Radcliffe Institute

In April, DRF was also part of a panel discussion for the Harvard Radcliffe 
Institute’s Women and Public Policy Program. A discussion on how women in 
Pakistan are constantly harassed in digital spaces, and that online platforms 
are inequitable as they include marginalized and disenfranchised groups.

Privacy International’s Stockholm Internet Forum 2021

 

 

 

 
In May DRF attended the annual Stockholm Internet Forum (2021), and was 
featured in a comprehensive panel discussion on “Global Lessons and 
Challenges to Advocate for Data Protection”. 

Beaconhouse’s School of Tomorrow Conference

 

 

 

 

 

In May DRF’s Nighat Dad was also featured in the Beaconhouse group’s 
School of Tomorrow (SOT) Virtual Conference, in which she participated in a 
panel discussion on “Censorship, Human Endurance and Crossfires”. 

RightsCon 2021

 

 

 

 

DRF actively participated in this year's RightsCon participating and 
speaking in various sessions in the conference which started from the 7th 
of June till 11th of June. The team took part in Article 19’s session on how civil 
society carves out space for change in South & Southeast Asia. The session 
focused on how solidarity is important in a shrinking media environment in 
South and Southeast Asia.

 

 

 

 

DRF also spoke on a session titled, ‘Amplifying the human impact of internet 
shutdowns- why it matters’ on 11th June. The session highlighted how 

internet shutdowns have an adverse impact on human lives and how access 
to the internet now is a fundamental human right.

 

 

 

 

 

DRF, along with EU Disinfo Lab, co-hosted a Community Lab at RightsCon 
titled: ‘Gender and disinformation: towards a gender-based approach for 
researchers, activists, and allies’. Through an interactive discussion led by 
six facilitators, they explored the intersections of gender and disinformation 
in relation to conflict, political participation, activism, gender-based 
violence.

 

 

 

 

 

DRF also participated in the social hour at RightsCon which was a relaxed 
discussion around the digital rights movement and how art and humor can 
be used to promote digital rights.

 

 

 

 

DRF’s Shmyla Khan participated in RightsCon in a session titled, ‘Digital 
Security: Perspective from the Margins in Asia’ which was hosted by Body 
and Data. Shmyla Khan highlighted how security needs to be redefined and 
broadened in the digital space. There was also a discussion around how 
there should be a wider debate around mental health and well being.

 

 

 

 

 
DRF also participated in the RightsCon session ‘Voicing the shutdowns’. In 
the session a much needed debate around internet shutdowns across the 
globe and strategies around it took place.

 

 

 

 

DRF spoke in the RightsCon session ‘Silencing the silenced? The impact of 
takedown legislation on civil liberties and victims of human rights abuses. 
The session highlighted the impact of takedown laws on civil liberties and 
human rights abuses across the globe.

Consultation on Exercising Constitutional Freedoms Online in 
Pakistan

 
 

 

 

 

DRF’s legal team participated in the Stakeholders’ Consultation on the topic 
“Exercising Constitutional Freedoms Online: Prospects and Challenges” in 
October 2021. The meeting was organized by the Punjab Bar Council (PBC), 
Common Laws Company (CLC) and the Institute for Research, Advocacy and 
Development (IRADA).

The consultation was held to comprehend the issues and concerns of 
stakeholders, particularly journalists and human rights defenders in 
exercising fundamental constitutional freedoms in the online sphere in 
Pakistan.

Navigating Online Spaces at Learning Alliance 

 

 

 

 

 

DRF conducted two sessions at Learning Alliance in November. The first was 
a panel discussion on ‘Navigating Online Spaces’ geared towards O and A 
Level students, where Hyra Basit represented DRF on the panel along with 
Wafa Asher, ex-President of FemSoc at LUMS. The second session was held 
on ‘Safe Online Surfing’ with students from Grades 6 - 8 and was more 
interactive.

Paris Peace Forum Panel

DRF took part in the Paris Peace Forum from 11th till 13th November 2021. 
Shmyla Khan spoke on a panel titled, ‘Prevent and heal: Addressing physical 
and digital violence against women in times of Covid-19 highlighting DRF’s 
work along with Lisa Davis (MADRE - Addressing Violence & Normalizing 
Equality), Heloise Onumba-Bessonnet (Responsable projet Re-Création et 
pôle santé, LOBA - Re-Création), Triona Pender (ActionAid Ireland - 
Behaviour Change to Address Inequality).

Nighat Dad from DRF also spoke on the Paris Peace Forum in a  panel titled 
‘Curbing harmful content: Social media for peace’ in which she highlighted 
the need for policy makers to take local contexts into account when 
regulating social media in different regions.

Digital Youth Summit 2021

 
 

 

 

 

DRF took part in KP’s Digital Youth Summit 2021 on the 13th and 14th of 
November 2021 in which Nighat Dad highlighted issues of digital rights and 
digital citizenship, along with misinformation,cCyber harassment and the 
need for data protection Laws which adequately safeguard the privacy of  

users online. Our Director for Policy and Research spoke on a panel about 
‘Misinformation in the Digital Age’.

AJCON21 

 

In November DRF’s team attended AJCON21 on 20th November 2021. DRF’s 
Nighat Dad spoke as a speaker on the panel, ;Challenges to Human Dignity: 
Victim Blaming’ in which she highlighted the provisions in the law that have 
been weaponized to silence vulnerable victims, including human rights 
defenders and journalists.

#IGF21

 

DRF participated in the Internet Governance Forum 2021 (#IGF21) Poland 
online. Nighat Dad spoke at the panel ‘Creating sustainable value and 
inclusive society -  the role of digital platforms’ in which she discussed the 
various ways in which collaboration can be used in new governance models 
that are human-centric and inclusive. 

Open Government Partnership, Korea 2021
 

In December, DRF took part in the ‘Inclusive Digital Innovation Plenary’ and 
highlighted the importance of understanding safety of online spaces which 
is not experienced uniformly and has varying contexts, cultures and 
circumstances. Nighat shared how women journalists are more likely to 
experience online violence and abuse than their male counterparts.
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RESEARCHES AND POLICY IN 2021
Hamara Internet Young Adults Curriculum on Online Safety

The Online Safety of Young Adults Curriculum was launched with the aim to 
help students and young people develop a better understanding of how the 
online world operates, particularly since COVID19 restricted people to their 
homes and has shifted a lot of learning to digital spaces.

Cyber Harassment during the COVID-19 pandemic in Pakistan

DRF in collaboration with UN Women published a policy brief titled ‘Cyber 
Harassment during the COVID-19 pandemic in Pakistan’ which unpacks the 
surge in cyber harassment during the pandemic, followed by a series of 
policy recommendations on dealing with these issues. 

Safe And Equal Representation Of Vulnerable Groups In The Media

DRF released the report ‘Safe and Equal Representation of Vulnerable 
Groups in the Media’ highlighting the responsibility of the media and social 
media companies on representing vulnerable communities. 

Cyber Harassment Helpline Annual Report (2020)

DRF published its ‘Cyber Harassment Helpline Annual Report’, giving insight 
into the severity of cyber harassment during the pandemic, and urging 
users to take ownership of digital spaces, to ensure that these spaces are 
equal and safe for all. The 2020 report highlights a total of 3298 cases were 
reported on the helpline, which constitutes a 70% increase from the tally in 
2019.

Self-help Toolkit on Mental Health

COVID19 has had a severe impact on all of our mental health and the 
pandemic posed a wide array of challenges and pressures. In collaboration 
with UN Women DRF developed a ‘Self Help Toolkit’, which highlights 
common stresses people feel, as well as signs that you might be burned out, 
and how you achieve a healthy work-life balance. 

DRF issues statement on UN’s commitment to highlight the 
importance of the right to privacy

DRF issued a statement to the United Nations General Assembly which 
reemphasizes the UN’s commitment to highlight the importance of the 
right to privacy. The resolution affirms the right to privacy as mentioned in 
previous international covenants and conventions. 

DRF Annual Report 2020

DRF’s team digitally launched our annual report for 2020. The report went 
over the work we did over the past year, which came with its challenges. 
Nonetheless, our team persevered and we were able to achieve what we 
all set out to do at the start of 2020.

Policy Brief on #AttacksWontSilenceUs - One year on

DRF’s Network of Women Journalists for Digital Rights (NWJDR) in 2020 
amid rising digital attacks against women journalists issued a statement 
signed by more than 150 women journalists and activists. To evaluate what 
happened a year later DRF  launched a new policy brief. 

DRF’s study on Young People and Privacy in Online Spaces

DRF launched a study titled, ‘Young People & Privacy’ which focuses on how 
young Pakistani teens interact with digital spaces and understand the 
concept of privacy. #PrivacyHumSabKeLiye

DRF Report on Moral Policing 

 

DRF launched its report titled, ‘Moral Policing and the Phenomenon of 
‘Raids’ in Online Spaces’. The research was conducted on the issue of moral 
policing and how it is a growing phenomenon in online spaces. 

Religious Minorities In Online Spaces

DRF released the research on ‘Religious Minorities in Online Spaces’ 
highlighting how they experience online spaces in the country. 

Pakistan Media Development Authority Ordinance, 2021 - Position 
Paper

DRF wrote a position paper on the Pakistan Media Development Authority 
Ordinance 2021 and the challenges that the ordinance poses.

Submission of comments to Ministry for Personal Data Protection 
Bill 2021

DRF submitted its comments on the new draft of the Personal Data 
Protection Bill 2021 to the Ministry of Information Technology and 
Telecommunications in September 2021.

Model Privacy Policy Document 
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RESEARCHES AND POLICY IN 2021
Hamara Internet Young Adults Curriculum on Online Safety

The Online Safety of Young Adults Curriculum was launched with the aim to 
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into the severity of cyber harassment during the pandemic, and urging 
users to take ownership of digital spaces, to ensure that these spaces are 
equal and safe for all. The 2020 report highlights a total of 3298 cases were 
reported on the helpline, which constitutes a 70% increase from the tally in 
2019.

Self-help Toolkit on Mental Health

COVID19 has had a severe impact on all of our mental health and the 
pandemic posed a wide array of challenges and pressures. In collaboration 
with UN Women DRF developed a ‘Self Help Toolkit’, which highlights 
common stresses people feel, as well as signs that you might be burned out, 
and how you achieve a healthy work-life balance. 

DRF issues statement on UN’s commitment to highlight the 
importance of the right to privacy

DRF issued a statement to the United Nations General Assembly which 
reemphasizes the UN’s commitment to highlight the importance of the 
right to privacy. The resolution affirms the right to privacy as mentioned in 
previous international covenants and conventions. 

DRF Annual Report 2020

DRF’s team digitally launched our annual report for 2020. The report went 
over the work we did over the past year, which came with its challenges. 
Nonetheless, our team persevered and we were able to achieve what we 
all set out to do at the start of 2020.

Policy Brief on #AttacksWontSilenceUs - One year on

DRF’s Network of Women Journalists for Digital Rights (NWJDR) in 2020 
amid rising digital attacks against women journalists issued a statement 
signed by more than 150 women journalists and activists. To evaluate what 
happened a year later DRF  launched a new policy brief. 

DRF’s study on Young People and Privacy in Online Spaces

DRF launched a study titled, ‘Young People & Privacy’ which focuses on how 
young Pakistani teens interact with digital spaces and understand the 
concept of privacy. #PrivacyHumSabKeLiye

DRF Report on Moral Policing 

 

DRF launched its report titled, ‘Moral Policing and the Phenomenon of 
‘Raids’ in Online Spaces’. The research was conducted on the issue of moral 
policing and how it is a growing phenomenon in online spaces. 

Religious Minorities In Online Spaces

DRF released the research on ‘Religious Minorities in Online Spaces’ 
highlighting how they experience online spaces in the country. 

Pakistan Media Development Authority Ordinance, 2021 - Position 
Paper

DRF wrote a position paper on the Pakistan Media Development Authority 
Ordinance 2021 and the challenges that the ordinance poses.

Submission of comments to Ministry for Personal Data Protection 
Bill 2021

DRF submitted its comments on the new draft of the Personal Data 
Protection Bill 2021 to the Ministry of Information Technology and 
Telecommunications in September 2021.

Model Privacy Policy Document 
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RESEARCHES AND POLICY IN 2021
Hamara Internet Young Adults Curriculum on Online Safety

The Online Safety of Young Adults Curriculum was launched with the aim to 
help students and young people develop a better understanding of how the 
online world operates, particularly since COVID19 restricted people to their 
homes and has shifted a lot of learning to digital spaces.

Cyber Harassment during the COVID-19 pandemic in Pakistan
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surge in cyber harassment during the pandemic, followed by a series of 
policy recommendations on dealing with these issues. 

Safe And Equal Representation Of Vulnerable Groups In The Media

DRF released the report ‘Safe and Equal Representation of Vulnerable 
Groups in the Media’ highlighting the responsibility of the media and social 
media companies on representing vulnerable communities. 

Cyber Harassment Helpline Annual Report (2020)

DRF published its ‘Cyber Harassment Helpline Annual Report’, giving insight 
into the severity of cyber harassment during the pandemic, and urging 
users to take ownership of digital spaces, to ensure that these spaces are 
equal and safe for all. The 2020 report highlights a total of 3298 cases were 
reported on the helpline, which constitutes a 70% increase from the tally in 
2019.

Self-help Toolkit on Mental Health

COVID19 has had a severe impact on all of our mental health and the 
pandemic posed a wide array of challenges and pressures. In collaboration 
with UN Women DRF developed a ‘Self Help Toolkit’, which highlights 
common stresses people feel, as well as signs that you might be burned out, 
and how you achieve a healthy work-life balance. 

DRF issues statement on UN’s commitment to highlight the 
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reemphasizes the UN’s commitment to highlight the importance of the 
right to privacy. The resolution affirms the right to privacy as mentioned in 
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DRF Annual Report 2020
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over the work we did over the past year, which came with its challenges. 
Nonetheless, our team persevered and we were able to achieve what we 
all set out to do at the start of 2020.

Policy Brief on #AttacksWontSilenceUs - One year on

DRF’s Network of Women Journalists for Digital Rights (NWJDR) in 2020 
amid rising digital attacks against women journalists issued a statement 
signed by more than 150 women journalists and activists. To evaluate what 
happened a year later DRF  launched a new policy brief. 
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DRF launched a study titled, ‘Young People & Privacy’ which focuses on how 
young Pakistani teens interact with digital spaces and understand the 
concept of privacy. #PrivacyHumSabKeLiye
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DRF launched its report titled, ‘Moral Policing and the Phenomenon of 
‘Raids’ in Online Spaces’. The research was conducted on the issue of moral 
policing and how it is a growing phenomenon in online spaces. 

Religious Minorities In Online Spaces

DRF released the research on ‘Religious Minorities in Online Spaces’ 
highlighting how they experience online spaces in the country. 

Pakistan Media Development Authority Ordinance, 2021 - Position 
Paper

DRF wrote a position paper on the Pakistan Media Development Authority 
Ordinance 2021 and the challenges that the ordinance poses.

Submission of comments to Ministry for Personal Data Protection 
Bill 2021

DRF submitted its comments on the new draft of the Personal Data 
Protection Bill 2021 to the Ministry of Information Technology and 
Telecommunications in September 2021.
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RESEARCHES AND POLICY IN 2021
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RESEARCHES AND POLICY IN 2021
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RESEARCHES AND POLICY IN 2021
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DRF released the Model Privacy Policy Document as a resource for 
educational institutions to protect the data of their students, teachers, 
employees and other stakeholders. The document is open source and 
provides a starting point for educational institutes wishing to develop 
policies of their own.

A Privacy Perspective: The Collection And Use of Health Data in 
Pakistan

 

DRF released its study titled ‘A Privacy Perspective: The Collection and Use 
of Health Data in Pakistan’ highlighting privacy perspective of health 
institutions particularly hospitals during the pandemic. 

Dissemination of Relief Packages and Welfare Activities during 
COVID-19

 

DRF released a report titled ‘Dissemination of Relief Packages and Welfare 
Activities during COVID-19’ to understand the role privacy plays in 
dissemination or relief and welfare activities during the pandemic. 

Virtual Learning and Privacy Amid Covid-19

 

DRF released the study on ‘Virtual Learning and Privacy Amid COVID-19’ to 
understand the impact on students and teachers when switching to online 
learning during the pandemic. 

Digital Detox and Self Care

 

DRF released a digital detox self help toolkit which was developed for 
journalists and activists to build skills in using the digital spaces in a healthy 
way following the increased use of online spaces after the COVID-19 
outbreak. The toolkit guides journalists and activists to maintain a healthy 
balance using online spaces for their work.
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SOCIAL MEDIA CAMPAIGNS 
DRF did a series of campaigns in 2021 highlighting not just our work but 
major challenges that we face in the digital rights arena. 

Whatsapp New Policy

In January WhatsApp announced its new privacy policy which was met with 
a lot of criticism from all quarters. WhatsApp was essentially forcing users 
to share their data with Facebook, otherwise they would not be able to use 
WhatsApp. DRF shared a series of infographics on the issue, ways in which 
this policy wasn’t new and how this might be a problem online.  
#WhatsappNewPolicy

#WhyIsDataPrivacyDayImportant

DRF conducted a social media advocacy campaign on 2021 International 
Data Privacy Day which was observed on the 28th of January 2021. The 
campaign involved videos covering the basics of what is data and privacy, as 
well as guest videos from noted rights activists and digital landscape 
stakeholders such as Anum Malkani of CERP, Usama Khilji of Bolo Bhi and 
former Senator Farhatullah Babar. The campaign ran for a week and was 
concluded on the 3rd of February with a Tweetchat with DRF’s Project 
Managers and Directors having a discussion on how privacy informs their 
work and what a model data privacy law would look like, from their 
perspective.

#SaferInternetDay: Understanding the Cyber Harassment 
Landscape

 

As part of the DRF’s ‘Hamara Internet Curriculum; for young adults, to mark 
#SaferInternetDay the cyber harassment landscape and its various actors 
were discussed in great length, especially in the context of online violence 
manifesting into the physical realm targeting women.

#GirlsInICT Day

On 22nd of April 2021, DRF participated in commemorating the #GirlsInICT 
Day, discussing the gender digital divide, and how it holds back women and 
girls from interacting and understanding technology.

#WorldPressFreedomDay

For #WorldPressFreedomDay, DRF reflected on the struggles of the past 
year faced by journalists, including the rise in disinformation and the 
sudden change in how newsrooms are operated across the country, in 
addition to the risks to health posed by a global pandemic.

DRF also held a panel discussion on the ‘State of Journalism in Pakistan’ on 
Facebook Live. The discussion was moderated by Nighat Dad, with a diverse 

group of panelists, discussing the changes brought on by the global 
pandemic, and how information is a public good, especially in times of 
COVID 19.

Digital Apartheid on social media

DRF did a campaign on #DigitalApartheid highlighting how technology is 
being used to silence injustices happening in Palestine. DRF shared a series 
of infographics on how to raise voices against these injustices online. 

Updates about Social Media Apps

DRF also shared updates about social media apps like Whatsapp and 
Snapchat, flagposting privacy concerns and how to ensure that it’s more 
secure. 

Blame the criminal, not the victim

DRF shared a series of posts highlighting the importance of accountability 
in the context of rising physical, verbal and emotional attacks on women. It 

was noted that ongoing femicide in the country was quite distressing for 
many and in case of help individuals can reach out to the Cyber Harassment 
Helpline.

Cyber Harassment Helpline’s campaign on key digital rights issues

DRF’s Cyber Harassment Helpline in June shared a series of posts around 
cyber bullying, harassment, digital safety and infomatic posts around how to 
file a complaint with the Federal Investigative Agency (FIA).

#HamaraInternetKyaHai

DRF launched the new and updated version of the Hamara Internet website 
through our campaign #HamaraInternetKyaHai which highlighted the ways 
in which users, particularly women and gender minorities, can reclaim 
these digital spaces. 

#InternationalDay of the Girl Child

DRF conducted a social media campaign on 11th October to mark 
International Day of the Girl Child, focusing on the importance of equal 
access to technology for girls and women as a crucial factor. DRF also 
launched its Hamara Internet website on the same day. 

Cyber Security Awareness Month

Cyber security awareness month was observed by raising awareness about 
key digital rights issues such as encryption and the importance of a free and 
accessible internet for all. DRF’s campaigns were geared towards educating 
followers about the importance of privacy and accessibility of information 
online while also celebrating the revolution of the digital age.

DRF Commemorates End Impunity Against Journalists Day with 
Online Campaign

 

DRF stood in solidarity for the cause of ending impunity against journalists 
to mark End Impunity Against Journalists Day on November 2nd and 
launched a campaign on social media sharing stories and reports from 
women  journalists who have faced threats online and offline from the 
Network of Women Journalists on Digital Rights (NWJDR).

16 days of Activism Campaign with Ministry of Human Rights, 2021 
#16daysofactivism #Endviolenceagainstwomennow

  
 

The theme for 16-days of Activism against Gender-based violence in 2021 
was “Orange the World: End Violence Against Women Now!” DRF was 
honored to collaborate with the Ministry of Human Rights (MoHR) to launch 
a joint campaign tackling the subject of gender-based violence, and the 
intersection between violence in online and offline spaces.

DRF designed and spearheaded the campaign with posts almost everyday, 
touching on a variety of important issues related to 16-days. From 
November 25th, 2021 to December 10th, 2021, DRF and MoHR posted a 
series of posts which were informational, focused on raising awareness and 
finding solutions to the pervasive issues of harassment and cyber 
harassment which women deal with on a daily basis.

Human Rights Day Shed Light on Journalists and Amendments to 
Journalist Protection Bill

 

DRF concluded its 16-days of activism campaign by speaking to women 
journalists about the struggles they face with pursuing journalism in 
Pakistan. This was a fitting end to the campaign and discussed the human 

rights violations present in the country with regard to journalism, and the 
progress and steps taken by the MoHR to provide increased protections to 
journalists.

The journalists we spoke to were the part of our Network of Women 
Journalists for Digital Rights (NWJDR) and they talked about the significance 
of campaigns like #16Days and #HumanRightsDay in raising awareness 
about issues related to human rights and gender based violence.
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DRF did a series of campaigns in 2021 highlighting not just our work but 
major challenges that we face in the digital rights arena. 

Whatsapp New Policy

In January WhatsApp announced its new privacy policy which was met with 
a lot of criticism from all quarters. WhatsApp was essentially forcing users 
to share their data with Facebook, otherwise they would not be able to use 
WhatsApp. DRF shared a series of infographics on the issue, ways in which 
this policy wasn’t new and how this might be a problem online.  
#WhatsappNewPolicy

#WhyIsDataPrivacyDayImportant

DRF conducted a social media advocacy campaign on 2021 International 
Data Privacy Day which was observed on the 28th of January 2021. The 
campaign involved videos covering the basics of what is data and privacy, as 
well as guest videos from noted rights activists and digital landscape 
stakeholders such as Anum Malkani of CERP, Usama Khilji of Bolo Bhi and 
former Senator Farhatullah Babar. The campaign ran for a week and was 
concluded on the 3rd of February with a Tweetchat with DRF’s Project 
Managers and Directors having a discussion on how privacy informs their 
work and what a model data privacy law would look like, from their 
perspective.

#SaferInternetDay: Understanding the Cyber Harassment 
Landscape

 

As part of the DRF’s ‘Hamara Internet Curriculum; for young adults, to mark 
#SaferInternetDay the cyber harassment landscape and its various actors 
were discussed in great length, especially in the context of online violence 
manifesting into the physical realm targeting women.

#GirlsInICT Day

On 22nd of April 2021, DRF participated in commemorating the #GirlsInICT 
Day, discussing the gender digital divide, and how it holds back women and 
girls from interacting and understanding technology.

#WorldPressFreedomDay

For #WorldPressFreedomDay, DRF reflected on the struggles of the past 
year faced by journalists, including the rise in disinformation and the 
sudden change in how newsrooms are operated across the country, in 
addition to the risks to health posed by a global pandemic.

DRF also held a panel discussion on the ‘State of Journalism in Pakistan’ on 
Facebook Live. The discussion was moderated by Nighat Dad, with a diverse 

group of panelists, discussing the changes brought on by the global 
pandemic, and how information is a public good, especially in times of 
COVID 19.

Digital Apartheid on social media

DRF did a campaign on #DigitalApartheid highlighting how technology is 
being used to silence injustices happening in Palestine. DRF shared a series 
of infographics on how to raise voices against these injustices online. 

Updates about Social Media Apps

DRF also shared updates about social media apps like Whatsapp and 
Snapchat, flagposting privacy concerns and how to ensure that it’s more 
secure. 

Blame the criminal, not the victim

DRF shared a series of posts highlighting the importance of accountability 
in the context of rising physical, verbal and emotional attacks on women. It 

was noted that ongoing femicide in the country was quite distressing for 
many and in case of help individuals can reach out to the Cyber Harassment 
Helpline.

Cyber Harassment Helpline’s campaign on key digital rights issues

DRF’s Cyber Harassment Helpline in June shared a series of posts around 
cyber bullying, harassment, digital safety and infomatic posts around how to 
file a complaint with the Federal Investigative Agency (FIA).

#HamaraInternetKyaHai

DRF launched the new and updated version of the Hamara Internet website 
through our campaign #HamaraInternetKyaHai which highlighted the ways 
in which users, particularly women and gender minorities, can reclaim 
these digital spaces. 

#InternationalDay of the Girl Child

DRF conducted a social media campaign on 11th October to mark 
International Day of the Girl Child, focusing on the importance of equal 
access to technology for girls and women as a crucial factor. DRF also 
launched its Hamara Internet website on the same day. 

Cyber Security Awareness Month

Cyber security awareness month was observed by raising awareness about 
key digital rights issues such as encryption and the importance of a free and 
accessible internet for all. DRF’s campaigns were geared towards educating 
followers about the importance of privacy and accessibility of information 
online while also celebrating the revolution of the digital age.

DRF Commemorates End Impunity Against Journalists Day with 
Online Campaign

 

DRF stood in solidarity for the cause of ending impunity against journalists 
to mark End Impunity Against Journalists Day on November 2nd and 
launched a campaign on social media sharing stories and reports from 
women  journalists who have faced threats online and offline from the 
Network of Women Journalists on Digital Rights (NWJDR).

16 days of Activism Campaign with Ministry of Human Rights, 2021 
#16daysofactivism #Endviolenceagainstwomennow

  
 

The theme for 16-days of Activism against Gender-based violence in 2021 
was “Orange the World: End Violence Against Women Now!” DRF was 
honored to collaborate with the Ministry of Human Rights (MoHR) to launch 
a joint campaign tackling the subject of gender-based violence, and the 
intersection between violence in online and offline spaces.

DRF designed and spearheaded the campaign with posts almost everyday, 
touching on a variety of important issues related to 16-days. From 
November 25th, 2021 to December 10th, 2021, DRF and MoHR posted a 
series of posts which were informational, focused on raising awareness and 
finding solutions to the pervasive issues of harassment and cyber 
harassment which women deal with on a daily basis.

Human Rights Day Shed Light on Journalists and Amendments to 
Journalist Protection Bill

 

DRF concluded its 16-days of activism campaign by speaking to women 
journalists about the struggles they face with pursuing journalism in 
Pakistan. This was a fitting end to the campaign and discussed the human 

rights violations present in the country with regard to journalism, and the 
progress and steps taken by the MoHR to provide increased protections to 
journalists.

The journalists we spoke to were the part of our Network of Women 
Journalists for Digital Rights (NWJDR) and they talked about the significance 
of campaigns like #16Days and #HumanRightsDay in raising awareness 
about issues related to human rights and gender based violence.
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a joint campaign tackling the subject of gender-based violence, and the 
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series of posts which were informational, focused on raising awareness and 
finding solutions to the pervasive issues of harassment and cyber 
harassment which women deal with on a daily basis.
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DRF concluded its 16-days of activism campaign by speaking to women 
journalists about the struggles they face with pursuing journalism in 
Pakistan. This was a fitting end to the campaign and discussed the human 

rights violations present in the country with regard to journalism, and the 
progress and steps taken by the MoHR to provide increased protections to 
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The journalists we spoke to were the part of our Network of Women 
Journalists for Digital Rights (NWJDR) and they talked about the significance 
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about issues related to human rights and gender based violence.
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campaign involved videos covering the basics of what is data and privacy, as 
well as guest videos from noted rights activists and digital landscape 
stakeholders such as Anum Malkani of CERP, Usama Khilji of Bolo Bhi and 
former Senator Farhatullah Babar. The campaign ran for a week and was 
concluded on the 3rd of February with a Tweetchat with DRF’s Project 
Managers and Directors having a discussion on how privacy informs their 
work and what a model data privacy law would look like, from their 
perspective.

#SaferInternetDay: Understanding the Cyber Harassment 
Landscape

 

As part of the DRF’s ‘Hamara Internet Curriculum; for young adults, to mark 
#SaferInternetDay the cyber harassment landscape and its various actors 
were discussed in great length, especially in the context of online violence 
manifesting into the physical realm targeting women.

#GirlsInICT Day

On 22nd of April 2021, DRF participated in commemorating the #GirlsInICT 
Day, discussing the gender digital divide, and how it holds back women and 
girls from interacting and understanding technology.

#WorldPressFreedomDay

For #WorldPressFreedomDay, DRF reflected on the struggles of the past 
year faced by journalists, including the rise in disinformation and the 
sudden change in how newsrooms are operated across the country, in 
addition to the risks to health posed by a global pandemic.

DRF also held a panel discussion on the ‘State of Journalism in Pakistan’ on 
Facebook Live. The discussion was moderated by Nighat Dad, with a diverse 

group of panelists, discussing the changes brought on by the global 
pandemic, and how information is a public good, especially in times of 
COVID 19.

Digital Apartheid on social media

DRF did a campaign on #DigitalApartheid highlighting how technology is 
being used to silence injustices happening in Palestine. DRF shared a series 
of infographics on how to raise voices against these injustices online. 

Updates about Social Media Apps

DRF also shared updates about social media apps like Whatsapp and 
Snapchat, flagposting privacy concerns and how to ensure that it’s more 
secure. 

Blame the criminal, not the victim

DRF shared a series of posts highlighting the importance of accountability 
in the context of rising physical, verbal and emotional attacks on women. It 

was noted that ongoing femicide in the country was quite distressing for 
many and in case of help individuals can reach out to the Cyber Harassment 
Helpline.

Cyber Harassment Helpline’s campaign on key digital rights issues

DRF’s Cyber Harassment Helpline in June shared a series of posts around 
cyber bullying, harassment, digital safety and infomatic posts around how to 
file a complaint with the Federal Investigative Agency (FIA).

#HamaraInternetKyaHai

DRF launched the new and updated version of the Hamara Internet website 
through our campaign #HamaraInternetKyaHai which highlighted the ways 
in which users, particularly women and gender minorities, can reclaim 
these digital spaces. 

#InternationalDay of the Girl Child

DRF conducted a social media campaign on 11th October to mark 
International Day of the Girl Child, focusing on the importance of equal 
access to technology for girls and women as a crucial factor. DRF also 
launched its Hamara Internet website on the same day. 

Cyber Security Awareness Month

Cyber security awareness month was observed by raising awareness about 
key digital rights issues such as encryption and the importance of a free and 
accessible internet for all. DRF’s campaigns were geared towards educating 
followers about the importance of privacy and accessibility of information 
online while also celebrating the revolution of the digital age.

DRF Commemorates End Impunity Against Journalists Day with 
Online Campaign

 

DRF stood in solidarity for the cause of ending impunity against journalists 
to mark End Impunity Against Journalists Day on November 2nd and 
launched a campaign on social media sharing stories and reports from 
women  journalists who have faced threats online and offline from the 
Network of Women Journalists on Digital Rights (NWJDR).

16 days of Activism Campaign with Ministry of Human Rights, 2021 
#16daysofactivism #Endviolenceagainstwomennow

  
 

The theme for 16-days of Activism against Gender-based violence in 2021 
was “Orange the World: End Violence Against Women Now!” DRF was 
honored to collaborate with the Ministry of Human Rights (MoHR) to launch 
a joint campaign tackling the subject of gender-based violence, and the 
intersection between violence in online and offline spaces.

DRF designed and spearheaded the campaign with posts almost everyday, 
touching on a variety of important issues related to 16-days. From 
November 25th, 2021 to December 10th, 2021, DRF and MoHR posted a 
series of posts which were informational, focused on raising awareness and 
finding solutions to the pervasive issues of harassment and cyber 
harassment which women deal with on a daily basis.

Human Rights Day Shed Light on Journalists and Amendments to 
Journalist Protection Bill

 

DRF concluded its 16-days of activism campaign by speaking to women 
journalists about the struggles they face with pursuing journalism in 
Pakistan. This was a fitting end to the campaign and discussed the human 

rights violations present in the country with regard to journalism, and the 
progress and steps taken by the MoHR to provide increased protections to 
journalists.

The journalists we spoke to were the part of our Network of Women 
Journalists for Digital Rights (NWJDR) and they talked about the significance 
of campaigns like #16Days and #HumanRightsDay in raising awareness 
about issues related to human rights and gender based violence.
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SOCIAL MEDIA CAMPAIGNS 
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